[bookmark: _GoBack]RM/19/86658 –Boorley Gardens Phase 3 Ecology Comments
[bookmark: _Hlk28601697]Reserved Matters application (pursuant to outline planning permission O/15/75953 which was subject to an Environmental Impact Assessment) for Boorley Gardens Phase 3 equating to development of 236 residential dwellings with associated parking, landscaping and open space. (Details relating to appearance, landscaping, layout and scale).

LEAP/open space area – keep as shown on LEAP Proposal MILL22453-21 Sept 2019
From a parent’s perspective I would prefer the fence to be around the inner play area rather than around the entire space. I think this would still give people a place to walk their dogs in the outer perimeter while the children are playing in a dog-free area inside. 
N-S Green corridor
This should become a stronger feature in the development and more strongly linked to the southern green boundary area. On the current plan the southern-most section is not fully separated from the normal pavement by vegetation so that it looks like there are just 2 paths side by side in this area.  
The width of this corridor currently varies between 7 m and 15 m. To make this a more effective wildlife corridor it needs to include a variety of native hedgerow species (not just hornbeam). Species recommended in the biodiversity mitigation statement by Ecosupport (July 2019) include blackthorn, hawthorn, crab apple, elder, alder buckthorn, wild cherry and rowan. The habitats along this strip need to vary, including grass, grassy scrub, and scrubby hedgerow. Creating meanders of the path within this corridor would provide more edge habitat with a range of light and temperature conditions. This will be beneficial for invertebrate diversity. The variation in these edges should be maintained on both sides of each hedgerow where possible. Maintaining the hedgerows at a height of 2 to 2.5m will create shade on most of the path, so sunny areas will be needed on the outsides of this corridor.  
The northern boundary hedge should also be widened and diversified to include a similar continuum of edge habitats.
These changes must be reflected in the soft landscape management and maintenance plan and the biodiversity mitigation and enhancement strategy.
Landscaping
On Sheet 4 of the Landscape plan by ACD Environmental (September 2019) and sheets 3, 4 and 6 of the Open Space proposals Rosa rugosa is specified as part of the native shrub mix. This is not a native shrub. Sheet 8 specifies Rosa canina which is native and should be used throughout the development instead of Rosa rugosa. Another native rose could be used for variety if available, but not a non-native species.
What species are part of the marginal planting mix specified for around the pond/attenuation basin? If there is no standing water will these plants survive?
In the 5-year pond management schedule (Soft Landscape Management and Maintenance Plan) in the pond creation section it recommends minor vegetation acquisition from adjacent ponds where possible. This should be closely monitored to ensure that invasive non-native species are not spread along with native vegetation. Homeowner information packages should remind people not to introduce plants from aquaria into the ponds. 
Any larch lap or close board fencing must have a gap of 13 x 13 cm at the base to allow free movement of small mammals such as hedgehogs. 
[bookmark: _Hlk28599677]In the Hedgerow trimming section of the Soft Landscape management and maintenance plan by ACD Environmental (October 2019) it says pruning should be done in Aug or September and native species should be managed for wildlife. This needs to specify that trimming will be done on a 3-year rotation, trimming only 1 side or the top per year to allow fruit to develop.

Wildflower grassland management information specific for each seed mix must be included in the Soft Landscape management and maintenance plan as well as in the Biodiversity mitigation and enhancement strategy document recommended by Natural England.
SuDS
I understand from the meeting on 14/1/2020 that the hydraulics of the long SuDS basin are still being developed.
Winchester Road welcoming/entry area with trees
This area could be enhanced with a SuDS greenway-type feature with trees along the road. It could be paired with an identical feature in the Local Centre on the opposite side of the road.
This is an example of a similar feature in the Sheffield Grey to Green scheme. Larger trees would be preferable. 
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