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The Site

This statement relates to the site at 4 Lakewood Road, which is a large detached domestic property in a residential area of Chandlers Ford.  
The property is located on Lakewood Road with the properties along Lakewood Road being a combination of large two storey detached properties and large detached bungalows.  The properties along the full length of Lakewood Road vary greatly in terms of overall design, size and positioning from the road.  It is clear from viewing all the buildings on Lakewood Road that because of the variety there is no set design with many of the original properties having been replaced over the years, extended to the sides, fronts and back and in some cases replaced with larger properties. 
The properties along Lakewood Road are typically not visible from the kerb line due to mature vegetation which obscures the view, this applies to 4 Lakewood Road which has a number of mature trees located along the front boundary line.
The Existing building
The existing building is a detached house which has previously been extended to the left hand side when viewed from the front.  The property is substantial in terms of its overall footprint but previous extensions have not been completed sympathetically, this includes the existing large front entrance porch which has large glazed sections with brick piers and a flat roof over.  The previous extensions have all been done using materials which typically match with the original but the extended front elevation has a white uPVC cladding in place of brickwork. The roof is pitched front to back and has concrete interlocking tiles over.
The existing entrance porch which is the focus of the application is poorly constructed with half brick walls, single glazed windows and a flat roof.  The porch offers no thermal efficiency to the main house and the current construction allows water through the brickwork, under the DPC and around windows.
The property is detached but sits close to the boundary with the property to the left hand side (when viewed from the front) and has a clear space of approximately 1000mm to the right hand side.  The boundary is clearly defined on all sides of the property.
The property has a double entrance gated driveway, a tarmac drive which slopes gentle down to the front of the property from Lakewood Road.
The property currently provides five bedrooms, dining room, lounge, playroom, kitchen/diner, WC on the ground floor, bathroom and en-suites.  The entrance porch provides a good space for storage and a weathered covering for the main entrance into the property.
The Proposed alterations
The proposal is for a replacement entrance porch to the front of the property.  The reason for the proposed replacement is to provide an entrance porch that will be more in keeping with the overall property and those surrounding properties.  It is proposed to utilise the same footprint but to shift the structure to the left by approximately 300mm to centralise it with the first floor projection (bathroom bay structure).  It is proposed to provide a pitched roof structure similar in pitch to the main roof with a flat roof section beyond to suit the existing first floor window locations.  It is also proposed to provide a small pitched roof over the existing bathroom bay structure to help soften the overall appearance of the various projections whilst making a feature of them.  The new entrance porch with be more in keeping with the main property and will have traditional cavity brickwork and white uPVC windows offering good thermal efficiency.  The main feature for the porch will be an oak effect framed structure surrounding the new front door, this will project from the face of the main porch structure and will have a gable pitched back into the porch roof.  In addition to this the existing white uPVC cladding will be removed and replaced with Oak effect cladding to the same area as the existing.
The replacement porch will not occupy any additional floor areas than the existing but will improve the street scene for 4 Lakewood Road. 
The overall impact to surrounding properties will be extremely minimal due to the fact that an existing structure already exists, furthermore the property is heavily obscured by the dense vegetation.
Design considerations
The main consideration for the replacement entrance porch and bathroom roof is to enhance the look of the property and to ensure it is more in keeping with the other properties on Lakewood Road.  All materials will be to match as close to the existing as possible, this will include brickwork, windows and roof coverings. 
The actual design of the replacement porch will be done to simply enhance the usable space and to improve the thermal efficiency of the  overall property.
Material consideration

The materials proposed for the walls will be faced brickwork which will match as close to the existing as possible, it is likely that a close match can be sourced.
The entrance door will be oak effect as will the surrounding feature projection.  All other elements will be traditional and to match the existing property.  The roof will include two new roof lights to project natural light into the porch structure. The pitched section of the roof will be covered with concrete interlocking tiles and the flat roof section will have a liquid applied finish with a colour of medium grey to replicate a lead roof.
Summary
The proposed replacement porch structure will not, in our opinion have any detrimental effect on the existing structure or neighbouring properties.  We feel it will in fact enhance the appearance of the property to give it a greater ‘kerb appeal’
The actual footprint of the development will not impact further than the existing but will provide a new thermally efficient and weathertight structure that can be utilised all year round.
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