Ecology Response for DC 22 93419 Land to the North and East of Boorley Green, Winchester Road, Botley, SO32 2UA
Discharge of Condition 4 (Biodiversity Mitigation & Enhancement Plan) of planning permission F/19/86233 for demolition of existing buildings and dwelling with the construction of a mixed use retail and residential development comprising an A1 retail convenience store and flexible retail floorspace (A1 and A2 Use Class), and 67 residential units (C3 Use Class) with associated access, parking, landscaping, drainage, and ancillary infrastructure including pedestrian and cycle links.
Liz Harrison
8 August 2022
Documents reviewed
Biodiversity Mitigation & Enhancement Plan and appendices by Tetra Tech (Rev 1, June 2022)
Street Lighting diagram by MJA Consulting (Rev P1, February 2022)
Cover letter by Tetra Tech (June 2022)
Summary
More bat boxes, swift bricks/bird boxes, and hedgehog holes are needed. Minor corrections are needed in the wording of the BMEP report. The lighting diagram needs to be clearer. 
Response
The compensation and enhancement roost features are to include four bat boxes to be installed on retained trees prior to demolition of the buildings to compensate for the loss of Day roosts for common pipistrelle bats recorded in buildings 2 and 4 (at least 2 roosts).
Later in the report it states The proposals will result in the direct loss of a bat roost and that The temporary bat box will be installed within a suitable retained tree….
This wording needs strengthening: Instead, it is recommended that Type 1F bitumen and hessian underfelt should be considered as an alternative. Please change to: The use of Type 1F bitumen and hessian underfelt will be required as a condition of the bat license. 
The provision of sparrow terraces should be changed to integral swift nest boxes or swift bricks and they should be provided on every building. Sparrows and other birds will use swift bricks if swifts are not in residence. It is not clear why only five integral bat tubes are proposed. To provide a greater variety of conditions I think more bat tubes and swift bricks should be installed on different elevations. The Bat Conservation Trust recommends bat boxes on the south, south-east or south-west elevations, at least 4 m off the ground and away from artificial light sources.  Swift brick and bat brick/ tube openings are quite small and inobtrusive. They are not expensive and require no maintenance. 
The ECOW should be used to check the dismantling of any log piles and debris for hedgehogs in addition to supervision of the displacement and destructive search for reptiles and pre-construction badger check. This may have been implied but not stated in the report. 
Please clarify why some gardens only have one hedgehog entrance/exit? If the other boundary is a hedgerow, then this will be permeable, but every fenced garden should have 2 ways out in case one is blocked by a predator. 
The lux levels on the lighting plan are difficult to read and only cover the roadway or car park. There are some red and green lines on the plan but no key to show what they mean. The cover letter states that the lighting plan has been prepared according to the best practice guidelines in the Bat Conservation Trust ‘Bats and Artificial Lighting Guidance Note’ (2018), which is the accepted standard, and No external lighting will be directed at the retained vegetated boundaries but there is no evidence on this plan that the vegetation will remain dark as there are no lux levels listed for the vegetated areas. 
Lisa Malter
Ecologist




