
F/22/93225 Pontoon between piles G62 and G63 on the Hamble River, SO31 4HQ
Proposal: Installation of a single pontoon up to 12m length between piles G62 and G63 on the west side of the River Hamble near to Mercury Marina

Ecology Response 17.8.22
The application area is within the Solent Maritime SAC and Solent and Dorset Coast SPA and in proximity to the Solent and Southampton Water SPA and Ramsar site (approximately 70m at the closest point).  
I do not have any significant concerns regarding this application.  The two piles to which the floating pontoon will be attached are already in place therefore piling will not be required and there will be no direct loss of SAC habitat.  The piles are already currently used for moorings and are situated amongst several other existing piles and pontoons.
Disturbance (visual and noise) impacts on the SPAs and Ramsar Site during installation of the pontoon are a consideration, however, this is likely to be of a short duration, and it is anticipated that the nature of the operation will not be out of place within the existing day-to-day anthropogenic activity of the marina and estuary, with no noisy machinery being required.  Please can it be confirmed that this is the case?  Also, can the anticipated duration of works be provided?  The submitted plan showing the Walkway General Arrangement, Walcon, 8.10.92, may have provided information relating to these matters but unfortunately it is illegible in places as the quality of the copy is not good.
Shading impacts during the operational phase are considered unlikely to have a significant effect on estuary habitat of the SAC as the pontoon is 2m in width (11.5m in length) with its length orientated in a north-south direction.  Additionally, this is a dynamic estuarine system where turbidity is high. 
A small area of tern foraging habitat (approximately 22m2) of the Solent and Dorset Coast SPA will be lost and must be acknowledged, but this is such a small area (situated amongst existing moorings and pontoons) relative to the overall size of the SPA, that it could be concluded that this is unlikely to have a significant effect on the site’s integrity.
Natural England may identify other points of concern which will need to be addressed.  
An HRA will be required but I would anticipate that unlikely significant effects on the integrity of the sites would be concluded.  
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