H/22/93265 - 72 Jenkyns Close, Botley, SO30 2UU.

Context.
The front of this house forms part of the northern boundary of the western arm of the Botley Conservation Area as extended in October 1988, the original extent of May 1975 confining itself to the core of the village.  This development to the north of the main A334 road from east to west through the village has the appearance of a 1970’s design and for that reason is surprising to find in a conservation area, however we are were we are.

The nearest listed building is All Saints Church in the High Street to the east the other side of the village school and indeed just the other side of the Victorian  former school building which is considered to be an unlisted building that makes a positive contribution to the conservation area.  Neither of these buildings will be affected by this proposal, the church being some 300 metres away and buildings in between.

The Proposal.
The idea is to convert the existing garage into a study by replacing the garage door with matching brickwork and a matching window frame to that in the existing living room on the other side of the front door; there is no change to any other elevation.

The proposal is entirely in keeping with the existing house and could indeed be argued will improve the look of the building by removing the expanse of garage door provided the new bricks are an exact match and the mortar is too. 
Careful matching of the mortar is as important as the bricks as it accounts for one fifth of the area of brickwork.

Conclusion.
No objection provided the materials are an exact match, otherwise the finished result will look a bodge and devalue the house, never mind standing out on the boarder of the conservation area.

01.08.2022.

Tim J S Dyer, B.Sc.,Dip.Arch.(Birm), Grad.Dip.Conservation(AA), RIBA.
Built Heritage Consultant. 
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