Ecology Response amended for F 22 93432 DERRY DACY, PEEWIT HILL, BURSLEDON, SOUTHAMPTON, SO31 8BL
Erection of replacement dwelling
Rachael Morris
31/8/22
I have reviewed the site visit photos. A preliminary ecological assessment is required.  There are records of bats immediately adjacent to this property (north and west). There are records of common lizards and badgers to the northwest. There are vines growing on the existing main building which could hide potential bat roost features. Bare soil, remains of a fire, tyre marks, dead vegetation and rubble provide evidence that the land has been cleared recently. Potential nesting bird and reptile habitat may have been destroyed. The sheds would provide shelter for nesting birds. The site should also be checked for signs of badgers and hedgehogs. Invasive species, such as the bamboo shown in the original photos, may have been spread. Aerial photos showed this as a vegetated plot. There is a pond to the south of the site which may provide amphibian habitat. 
The presence of protected species is a material consideration and must be determined before planning permission can be granted. Biodiversity enhancements can be conditioned but should be built into any new dwelling. 
Lisa Malter
Ecologist
18/8/22
Please could you send me some close-up photos showing the condition of the existing bungalow roof, soffits, fascia, flashings, and the inside of the loft? There are records of bats in the area. 
The Google maps photo shows bamboo at the site entrance, which is invasive. There may be other invasive plants on site also. Photos of the area of the garden which would be affected by the construction are required. 
The surface water drainage plan is satisfactory. 
Biodiversity enhancements will be required. Bat bricks and swift bricks built into the new dwelling may be appropriate. Built-in roosting features do not require maintenance and cannot fall off. 
The Bat Conservation Trust recommends installing a bat brick/box at least 4 m above the ground, away from artificial light sources, sheltered from strong winds and exposed to the sun for part of the day, facing south, south-east or south-west. (
https://www.bats.org.uk › our-work › putting-up-your-box)
Swift nest boxes are best positioned under the eaves or on walls facing north, northeast or north-west out of direct sunlight, five metres above the ground, with clear adjacent airspace so swifts can access them in a high-speed direct flight. (https://www.swiftconservation.org/Nestboxes%26Attraction.htm )
Additional information is available at: 
https://sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/discover/in-your-garden/article/31, planting for bats
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/conservation-biodiversity/wildlife/plants-for-pollinators
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/buildings-planning-and-development/bat-boxes
https://www.hampshireswifts.co.uk/nesting
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/how-you-can-help-birds/nestboxes/nestboxes-for-small-birds/
Lisa Malter
Ecologist

