Ecology Response amended for F/22/93487 THORNDEN SCHOOL, WINCHESTER ROAD, CHANDLER'S FORD, EASTLEIGH, SO53 2DW
Two single-storey extensions to an existing single storey administration building to provide additional office & meeting room accommodation together with reconfigured car parking.
Alex Webb
12 September 2022
I have reviewed the additional information provided by email from David Pratt and the recent site photos. The timber boarding above the windows does not appear to have any bat roost potential, the large conifer is no longer present on site, and the surface water drainage will remain as existing. I have no ecological objections, subject to biodiversity enhancements being added either to this site or to another area of the school site nearby. 
This could include a bat box, swift nest box, sparrow terrace, or additional planting for pollinators. As this building is only a single storey, bat, swift and sparrow boxes would not be appropriate, but they could be added to another school building if possible. The area around this building could be enhanced with additional flowering and fruiting shrubs that provide value to wildlife. 
The Bat Conservation Trust recommends installing a bat brick/box at least 4 m above the ground, away from artificial light sources, sheltered from strong winds and exposed to the sun for part of the day, facing south, south-east or south-west. (
https://www.bats.org.uk › our-work › putting-up-your-box)
Swift nest boxes are best positioned under the eaves or on walls facing north, northeast or north-west out of direct sunlight, five metres above the ground, with clear adjacent airspace so swifts can access them in a high-speed direct flight. (https://www.swiftconservation.org/Nestboxes%26Attraction.htm )

Additional information is available at: 
https://sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/discover/in-your-garden/article/31, planting for bats
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/conservation-biodiversity/wildlife/plants-for-pollinators
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/buildings-planning-and-development/bat-boxes
https://www.hampshireswifts.co.uk/nesting
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/how-you-can-help-birds/nestboxes/nestboxes-for-small-birds/
https://www.swift-conservation.org/OurLeaflets.htm
Lisa Malter
Ecologist


23 August 2022
There are records of bats very close to this site. The photo on Google maps shows a small area of what could be timber cladding above one window (the other 5 windows shown in the plan appear to be similar) and a small area of ornamental vegetation, including amenity grassland, a small tree, shrubs, and maybe a larger conifer, which would need to be removed on the northern side of the existing building. An existing foul drainage inspection chamber is shown in this vegetated area. 
A preliminary ecological assessment is required. The report must include recommendations for biodiversity enhancements. 
A surface water drainage statement is also required, with a plan showing any changes to the existing system.
Lisa Malter
Ecologist
