Ecology response for H/22/93710 209 Winchester Rd SO53 2DX
Erection of new single storey, flat roofed two-bedroom annex
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The shed to be removed has some slipped tiles but is not likely to have roosting bats due to being quite light inside. Please add the following informative to the decision notice: 
In the unlikely event of any bats being found during demolition or construction, all work must stop immediately, and Natural England must be informed. Additional information is available on the Bat Conservation Trust website at https://www.bats.org.uk/advice/im-working-on-a-building-with-bats/ive-found-a-bat-during-works.
Condition
The shed should be demolished outside of nesting bird season (i.e. can be demolished between September and February) or if this is not possible then should be checked by an ecologist for nesting birds just before the roof is to be removed. If there are any active bird nests the nest must be cordoned off with a 5 m buffer and left undisturbed until the baby birds have fledged and left the nest.  Reason: To protect nesting birds. 
A surface water drainage plan is required. 
Biodiversity enhancement is required. The single storey annex is not suitable for bat or swift nest boxes but a bat box or bird box could be added to a suitable mature tree or to the main house, since it is part of the same property.
The Bat Conservation Trust recommends installing a bat brick/box at least 4 m above the ground, away from artificial light sources, sheltered from strong winds and exposed to the sun for part of the day, facing south, south-east or south-west. (
https://www.bats.org.uk › our-work › putting-up-your-box)
Swift nest boxes are best positioned under the eaves or on walls facing north, northeast or north-west out of direct sunlight, five metres above the ground, with clear adjacent airspace so swifts can access them in a high-speed direct flight. (https://www.swiftconservation.org/Nestboxes%26Attraction.htm )
The garden could be enhanced with additional flowering plants to attract pollinators, especially night-scented plants to attract moths as food for bats. 
Additional information is available at: 
https://sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/discover/in-your-garden/article/31, planting for bats
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/conservation-biodiversity/wildlife/plants-for-pollinators
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/buildings-planning-and-development/bat-boxes
https://www.hampshireswifts.co.uk/nesting
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/how-you-can-help-birds/nestboxes/nestboxes-for-small-birds/

https://www.swift-conservation.org/OurLeaflets.htm
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