Ecology response additional for F/22/93473 HAMPSHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE HEADQUARTERS, LEIGH ROAD, EASTLEIGH, SO50 9SJ
Demolition of the existing "Live Fire" training buildings and removal of the firefighting foam training pad on the site of the Hampshire & Isle of Wight Fire & Rescue Service Headquarters. Installation of new live fire training facilities and associated smoke filtration units. Construction of associated hardstanding and fencing to the perimeter.
David Huckfield 
20/9/22
I have reviewed the Reptile Survey and Mitigation Strategy Report by Ecosupport (16 September 2022). I was not able to visit the site in person but was able to see the proposed areas via an extensive video call walkover and on aerial photos. 
The overall strategy is acceptable, however there are a few details that need to be amended. Five records of slow worms on site were made between June and July 2022 and not April-May 2020 as in the heading of table 1. Reptiles recorded were 2 adult females, 1 juvenile and 2 subadults. This implies that there could be a breeding population on site. 
If capture rates are higher than anticipated (requiring a full 60 capture days) or the weather conditions are not suitable for the required level of capture effort (estimated as 20-30 days with 5 consecutive visits in ideal weather conditions where no reptiles are captured or seen) then it will be necessary to delay the translocation/destructive search until next season (April/May 2023). 
The proposed hibernaculum (shown in figure 3) should be created and the vegetation in area 3 (on-site receptor area) should be managed before moving the reptiles from within the construction area. This will involve creating additional basking areas and compost piles, particularly at the northern end. The area of scrub and rubble to the north of the red line boundary also had reptile habitat potential, so ecological advice/supervision must be obtained if that area is to be cleared at any point. 
Biodiversity enhancement and habitat management for wildlife in area 2 should be started as soon as possible to allow some new habitat to develop before the habitat in the construction site is lost. A biodiversity environmental management plan (BEMP) for this area can be conditioned. 
Ongoing reptile habitat management and post-completion monitoring and the habitat enhancements in area 2 can be secured via a Section 106 agreement, which can be conditioned. 
Lisa Malter
Ecologist

