Ecology response for F/22/93844 Deacons Marina, Bridge Road, Bursledon, SO31 8AZ
Replacement of an existing two storey commercial/workshop building in existing boatyard.
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There are records of bats nearby and records of nesting swifts in Bursledon. Although it will be located on hardstanding, the building backs up to the vegetated railway embankment.  
The trees along the embankment must be inspected by a suitably qualified ecologist to assess whether there are any potential bat roost features that would be affected by the proposal. The existing building does not have any potential bat roost features, however as a precaution the following informative should be added to the decision letter: 
In the unlikely event of any bats being found during demolition or construction, all work must stop immediately, and Natural England must be informed. Additional information is available on the Bat Conservation Trust website at https://www.bats.org.uk/advice/im-working-on-a-building-with-bats/ive-found-a-bat-during-works.
Biodiversity enhancements will be required. As the side elevations face southwest and northeast, built-in bat bricks and swift bricks would be appropriate enhancements. 
The Bat Conservation Trust recommends installing a bat brick/box at least 4 m above the ground, away from artificial light sources, sheltered from strong winds and exposed to the sun for part of the day, facing south, south-east or south-west. (
https://www.bats.org.uk › our-work › putting-up-your-box)
Swift nest boxes are best positioned under the eaves or on walls facing north, northeast or north-west out of direct sunlight, five metres above the ground, with clear adjacent airspace so swifts can access them in a high-speed direct flight. (https://www.swiftconservation.org/Nestboxes%26Attraction.htm )
Additional information is available at: 
https://www.swift-conservation.org/OurLeaflets.htm
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/buildings-planning-and-development/bat-boxes
https://www.hampshireswifts.co.uk/nesting
A wildlife-sensitive exterior lighting scheme will be required to ensure that the vegetation along the railway embankment and any bat or bird nest boxes are kept dark. 
A CEMP will be required with a plan to protect the waters of the River Hamble from any pollution from construction debris, fuel, oil, or sediment carried in runoff during construction. It must also contain a precautionary working method to protect nesting birds, bats and small mammals which might be using the railway corridor. 
The existing surface water drainage system should be appropriate for this replacement building. 
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