F/22/93720 - North Stoneham Park, Chestnut Avenue / Stoneham Lane, EASTLEIGH, SO50 9HT
Valid date: 30/08/2022
Erection of retail foodstore (Class E) with associated car parking, access, landscaping and engineering works.
Type of Application: Full planning
Status: Valid
Decision: Not yet determined


Economy and Business objects on the following grounds:
· The proposed store is 342m2 larger than the total consented floorspace (Planning and Retail Statement 5.68) at the location.  
· A 1,210m2 store with 88 parking spaces is not appropriate for a residential development that is extremely local in nature.  A smaller village-style convenience store - Tesco Express, Sainsbury’s Local or Asda On the Move etc - would be large enough to satisfy the daily requirements of 1,100 households and more in keeping with the concept 
· EBC’s concern is to find the right retail mix for the location and put place first.  The sequential test undertaken by the applicant puts product before place: North Stoneham Park is identified as the only locally available site that is suitable for the size of store that it wishes to build.  (Planning and Retail Statement 5.2-5.56)
· There is no evidence to support a need for a food store of this size so close to Eastleigh Town Centre.  At Paragraph 5.64 of the Planning and Retail Statement, the applicant states “Overall, Eastleigh Town Centre consists of a good mix of uses, diverse in nature, spread across the centre and reflective of a town centre serving the local population well.”
· At Paragraph 5.44, the applicant recognises “some overlap between existing trading catchments of Lidl” so there is an acknowledgement of retail impact.
· Paragraph 5.12 of the Planning and Retail Statement states that “the need is for a new foodstore to serve primarily the New Stoneham Park Community”.  And paragraph 5.42 further states “As customers do not travel significant distances Lidl stores tend to serve almost an exclusively local need.”  The provision of 88 parking spaces would encourage shoppers from further afield to drive to this location, defeating the object of a local store and increasing traffic on a road that was not designed as a major thoroughfare.  Congestion is known to have a detrimental effect on productivity.  EBC has declared a Climate Change Emergency and closely monitors air quality in the borough.  Unnecessary traffic is not something EBC would encourage.
· There is an economic expectation that employment land on the development is given over to a wider use, not simply retail
· Jobs created by this sort of centre tend to be low-skilled and encourage high staff turnover.

