Ecology response amended for H/22/93735 2 SHARON ROAD, WEST END, SOUTHAMPTON, SO30 3AS
Replacement Dormers to provide additional Bedroom and new front Porch
Claire Campbell-Best
25/11/22
I have reviewed the site visit photos. There are some gaps in the hanging tiles on the front and rear dormers and small gaps below the roof tiles next to the flashing on each side where the single storey rear extension joins the main roof. A preliminary bat roost assessment will be required. This can be done at any time of year but must be done before the application can be determined as the presence of protected species is a material consideration. 
Lisa Malter
Ecologist
12/10/22
The existing dormers are clad in hanging tiles and there are records of bats nearby. Please could you send some close-up photos showing the condition of these hanging tiles on all dormer elevations and the roof tiles on both sides of the house? This is necessary to determine whether further survey would be required. 
Biodiversity enhancement will be required. A bat box or swift nest box could be installed on the gable ends of the house. 
The Bat Conservation Trust recommends installing a bat brick/box at least 4 m above the ground, away from artificial light sources, sheltered from strong winds and exposed to the sun for part of the day, facing south, south-east or south-west. (
https://www.bats.org.uk › our-work › putting-up-your-box)
Swift nest boxes are best positioned under the eaves or on walls facing north, northeast or north-west out of direct sunlight, five metres above the ground, with clear adjacent airspace so swifts can access them in a high-speed direct flight. (https://www.swiftconservation.org/Nestboxes%26Attraction.htm )
Additional information is available at: 
https://sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/discover/in-your-garden/article/31, planting for bats
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/conservation-biodiversity/wildlife/plants-for-pollinators
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/buildings-planning-and-development/bat-boxes
https://www.hampshireswifts.co.uk/nesting
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/how-you-can-help-birds/nestboxes/nestboxes-for-small-birds/
https://www.swift-conservation.org/OurLeaflets.htm
Lisa Malter
Ecologist

