F/22/93941 – Botley Mills, Mill Hill, Botley, SO30 2GB.

Context. 
Probably the largest building in Botley and certainly the largest listed one (listed early, in December 1955) the earliest part is of c.1770 in red brick and red clay tiled roof on an essentially symmetrical design with a central projecting bay, enclosed on the first and second floors only, straddling part of the river which until the 1950’s at least, was open but subsequently covered over to provide the parking we see now.  Although early, this is not the original mill building as there have been mill buildings on the site since 11th. Century.

The listing suggests the building to the far right dates from 1922 which one can just glimpse in the c.1950’s photo from The Francis Frith Collection, then connected by a multi-level walkway but now connected by the tall building proclaiming the Botley Mills - Flour, which has 1960/70’s looking windows.  The bridge carrying the A334 in front of the site is also listed. 

On the opposite side of the site building 12 is connected to the front of the 1922 element of the complex and projects forward, nearly to the front boundary.  The subject of this application is on the west side between the main building and the boundary, over a courtyard behind the other listed building on the site, The Mill House.

The whole site is toward the eastern end of the Botley Conservation Area which includes other listed buildings nearby, namely No’s 13 & 14 Mill Hill, No’s 2, 3 and 8 Winchester Street and 1 & 3 High Street.  No.6 Winchester Street is regarded as building of significance and together with No’s 2 & 3 back onto the western boundary of the Mill site.

The Proposal.
The existing former grain store looks somewhat forlorn and detracts from the setting of the listed buildings on site.  Thankfully, being tucked away behind the Mill House and in a corner it does not affect the setting of the other listed buildings near or adjoining the site.

More intensive use of the volume beneath the industrial frame, together with the area’s enhancement is to be welcomed, as the whole exercise will improve the structure, the area beneath, the setting of the main building primarily and the financial health of the whole site in the long term to ensure the historic mill buildings can be satisfactorily maintained.

Following the existing vocabulary is good, as is expressing the frame but while it appears that is the case at the front over the new accommodation, it would look best if the timber cladding went behind the frame to give some shadow and articulation on the front elevation, which is questionable looking at the east elevation drawing.




Conclusion.
One assumes the existing steel frame will be refurbished, which itself will improve the setting and that the solar panels will be all black, set as close as possible to the underlying roof, so apart from the need for clarification of the frame to timber cladding relationship at the front, no problem and therefore no objection.

27.10.2022.


Tim J S Dyer, B.Sc.,Dip.Arch.(Birm), Grad.Dip.Conservation(AA), RIBA.
Built Heritage Consultant. 
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