Ecology response for F/22/93842 29 TWYFORD ROAD, EASTLEIGH, SO50 4HD
Change of use of 2no. rooms on ground floor from Class E(c)(ii) (previously A2) to C3 dwellinghouse, removal of conservatory and construction of side and rear single storey flat roof extension, construction of side porch, alterations to front ground floor and first floor bay fenestration, block-up side door, removal of rear chimney and installation of new side fenestration at first floor with obscure glazing.
Alex Webb
8/11/22
There are records of bats very close to this property, however I don’t see any potential bat roost features on the photo on Google maps. The removal of the chimney is the main area of concern for bats for this proposal, but the flashing looks well-sealed, and the chimney and roof appear to be in good condition. I would recommend a condition that any work involving the chimney or roof be done outside of the active bat season, which is between May and August and with the following informative: 
In the unlikely event of any bats being found during demolition or construction, all work must stop immediately, and Natural England must be informed. Additional information is available on the Bat Conservation Trust website at https://www.bats.org.uk/advice/im-working-on-a-building-with-bats/ive-found-a-bat-during-works.
Biodiversity enhancement is required. A bat box or a swift nest box would be appropriate for this property. The Bat Conservation Trust recommends installing a bat brick/box at least 4 m above the ground, away from artificial light sources, sheltered from strong winds and exposed to the sun for part of the day, facing south, south-east or south-west. (
https://www.bats.org.uk › our-work › putting-up-your-box)
Swift nest boxes are best positioned under the eaves or on walls facing north, northeast or north-west out of direct sunlight, five metres above the ground, with clear adjacent airspace so swifts can access them in a high-speed direct flight. (https://www.swiftconservation.org/Nestboxes%26Attraction.htm )
Additional information is available at: 
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/buildings-planning-and-development/bat-boxes
https://www.hampshireswifts.co.uk/nesting
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/how-you-can-help-birds/nestboxes/nestboxes-for-small-birds/
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