Ecology response for F/22/93941 BOTLEY MILLS, MILL HILL, BOTLEY
Proposed new first floor offices. Replacement of canopy
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There is a small possibility that birds, such as pigeons or swallows could nest in this structure. There are records of bats just to the south of Mill Hill however I don’t see any potential bat roost features in the site photos. 
Demolition should be scheduled outside the bird nesting season if possible. This is usually from March through August, but pigeons often nest outside of these times. A nesting bird check must be done by a suitably qualified ecologist just prior to demolition. If there are any active bird nests If evidence of an active bird’s nest is found, work must not start, and a 5 m buffer must be erected around the nest to protect it from disturbance until after the chicks have fledged and left the nest. 
Biodiversity enhancement is required. Bird boxes (such as swift nest boxes, which can be used by other birds as well) or bat boxes can be installed on the gable ends of the new office unit. Built-in nest features are maintenance free and cannot fall off. It may be possible to add built-in nest boxes/bat roost boxes behind the timber cladding.
Additional information is available at: 
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/buildings-planning-and-development/bat-boxes
https://www.hampshireswifts.co.uk/nesting
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/how-you-can-help-birds/nestboxes/nestboxes-for-small-birds/
Please could you add the following informative for bats to the decision notice as a precautionary measure:
In the unlikely event of any bats being found during demolition or construction, all work must stop immediately, and Natural England must be informed. Additional information is available on the Bat Conservation Trust website at https://www.bats.org.uk/advice/im-working-on-a-building-with-bats/ive-found-a-bat-during-works.
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