Ecology response amended for F/22/93879 41 COMMON ROAD, CHANDLER'S FORD, EASTLEIGH, SO53 1HJ
Replacement dwelling to include new vehicular access with dropped kerb.
Demolition on the conservatory to the rear. Ground floor front and side extension. Loft conversion to provide accommodation. External works to include vehicular access with dropped kerb.
Alex Stone
16/11/22
I have reviewed the photos and a preliminary ecological assessment will not be required. 
Please could you add the following informative to the decision notice: 
In the unlikely event of any bats being found during demolition or construction, all work must stop immediately, and Natural England must be informed. Additional information is available on the Bat Conservation Trust website at https://www.bats.org.uk/advice/im-working-on-a-building-with-bats/ive-found-a-bat-during-works.
Due to the previous presence of fish in the pond and the high concrete sides it is not likely that amphibians would be breeding in it. However, as a precaution, the pond must be drained at any time between September and March and not disturbed between March and September when amphibians such as toads or newts might have laid eggs there. Any plants or vegetation from the pond must not be released into the wild, as a precaution against spreading potentially invasive pond plants. The pond vegetation can be composted, buried or dried and burned. 
The small section of hedgerow at the front of the house should only be removed outside of nesting bird season, which is from March through August to avoid the possibility of disturbing any breeding birds. 
Biodiversity enhancements are required. A bat box/brick or a swift nest box/brick can be installed. Built-in boxes are preferred as they do not require maintenance and cannot fall off. The garden could be enhanced by planting more flowering plants to attract pollinators. A hedgehog house could be installed in an undisturbed corner of the rear garden. 
The Bat Conservation Trust recommends installing a bat brick/box at least 4 m above the ground, away from artificial light sources, sheltered from strong winds and exposed to the sun for part of the day, facing south, south-east or south-west. (
https://www.bats.org.uk › our-work › putting-up-your-box)
 Swift nest boxes are best positioned under the eaves or on walls facing north, northeast or north-west out of direct sunlight, five metres above the ground, with clear adjacent airspace so swifts can access them in a high-speed direct flight. (https://www.swiftconservation.org/Nestboxes%26Attraction.htm )
Additional information is available at: 
https://sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/discover/in-your-garden/article/31, planting for bats
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/conservation-biodiversity/wildlife/plants-for-pollinators
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/buildings-planning-and-development/bat-boxes
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/how-you-can-help-birds/nestboxes/nestboxes-for-small-birds/
Lisa Malter
Ecologist

8/11/22
On the site plan, the proposed site plan is labelled Site Plan as existing. It shows that some of the hedgerow and a pond and flower beds are proposed to be removed at the front of the house., to be replaced with grass and paving. 
There are records of bats, common toads and hedgehogs very near this site. Detailed site photos of the house and garden, and including close up photos of the pond, are required to determine whether a preliminary ecological assessment will be required. 
Biodiversity enhancements will also be required. 
Lisa Malter
Ecologist



