F/22/94393 – Units 2/3, Botley Road, Fair Oak, SO50 7AN.

Context.
These are two centre units in a row of probably 1960’s shop units on the main road through Fair Oak, a couple of doors down from The Old George public house that had a makeover in the last few years and is listed Grade ll.  On the north side of the pub is the village square, overlooked by the village church on the opposite side of the main road. 

The Old George is the only heritage asset that is within sight of this site and there is no conservation area in the vicinity.  As the new frontage will be seen in the context of the listed building, it will affect the setting of that building.

The Proposal.
The existing shop frontage that received planning permission in 2015 is a rather bright blue, in stark contrast with that proposed.  The new colour is more subdued and in-fact appears to be a close match to the colour-way used in the refurbishment of The Old George, so a good choice.

Conclusion.
The proposed shop front is in keeping with the remainder of the parade, so will tie in well and infact be an improvement to the setting of the nearby listed building.  No objection.

21.01.2023.

Tim J S Dyer, B.Sc.,Dip.Arch.(Birm), Grad.Dip.Conservation(AA), RIBA.
Built Heritage Consultant. 
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