Precautionary method of working for reptiles, common toads, hedgehogs, badgers and nesting birds



 Precautionary measures: 
Precautionary working method for hedgehogs 
The site owner/site manager will ensure that anyone (including sub-contractors) undertaking construction, demolition and landscaping (both creation and management), is made aware of the potential for the site to support protected species, where to expect them, their protected status and the procedure to follow in the unlikely event that protected species are discovered during works. Where applicable, this advice will be given through site inductions, tool box talks (such as CIRIA toolbox talks ) or similar. A copy of this Precautionary Method of Working will be always kept on site and available for inspection. 
Any excavations or open pipes must either be covered at night or fitted with a small mammal escape ramp (rough slanted board) to avoid animals becoming trapped. 
Piles of materials that could provide shelter to hedgehogs must be avoided. Materials must be stored on pallets if required to be stored on site. 
No fires are allowed on site. 
If hedgehogs are found, they should not be handled but be left to move away on their own to a place of shelter. If a hedgehog is found during development and/or there are welfare concerns, the British Hedgehog Preservation Society can be contacted for advice and guidance on 01584 890 801.
If nesting birds or their active nests are found, work must stop and a 5 m buffer must be erected around the nest to protect it from disturbance until the young have fledged and left the nest. 
If any other protected species such as reptiles, amphibians, or badgers are found, all work must stop and a suitably qualified ecologist must be contacted for advice. 9. Any trenches left overnight will be covered or provided with ramps to prevent animals falling into the trenches and being trapped. Excavations left overnight should be checked prior to filling. Any open pipes left overnight will be covered.

