March 2023
Water’s Edge Swimming Pool Maintenance and Management Plan
The measures outlined within this management and maintenance plan will be carried out for the lifetime of the swimming pool.
General
1. The pool and component parts will be maintained according to the relevant manufacturers’ guidelines.
1. The chemical usage will not exceed the levels recommended by the manufacturers of the component parts.  Electro Engineering, the manufacturer of the Quantum unit (UV water treatment unit), recommends either 32% concentration of Active oxygen (280ml per day) or 15% concentration of Liquid chlorine (800ml per day).
1. To reduce wildlife and pet fatalities caused by drowning, at night the filter will be switched off and when the pool is not in use, animal escape ramps such as Scamper Ramps and Frog Logs will be put into position.  Pool skimmers with an attached spiral-shaped ramp such as Critter Skimmers will be installed and maintained.  Any pool perimeter fence and gate will be maintained to prevent/ deter wildlife accessing the pool area.
1. When the pool is drained down, escape ramps will be installed to allow animals to escape from the pool.

Drain-down Water Discharges
Drain-down water arises from emptying the swimming pool. This may be done every three months or even yearly, depending on maintenance and level of use. The volume discharged will be high. The principal contaminant of concern is likely to be the disinfectant and its by-products. 
1. The pool water to be drained will be left to stand in the pool for a minimum of five days to allow the passive venting-off of chemicals before being discharged and will not contain concentrations of chlorine above 0.2mg/l.  No chemicals will be added to the pool water in this time. 
2. The point of discharge will be a minimum distance of 15 metres inland from the Mean High Water line.  There will be no direct discharge into the River Hamble.
3. No more than 5m3 (5000l) of water will be discharged within any 24-hour period.  It will therefore take several days to fully drain down the pool.  Any volume greater than this will require a licence from the Environment Agency prior to discharge.
4. The pool will not be drained when the receiving ground is waterlogged or frozen.
5. If the pool has been left to stand for a long period of time it may contain undesirable microbes or contaminants such as algal growth or scum.  In this situation, the pool operator/ manager will seek and follow advice from the Environment Agency regarding any additional treatment required prior to discharge.
6. All current and future Environment Agency requirements regarding swimming pool discharges will be adhered to.

Filter Backwash Discharges
Filter backwash is the water used to clean accumulated pool dirt and debris off pool filters by reversing the flow across the filter. Cleaning of the filters is a regular exercise (weekly, monthly) and the backwash may contain a mixture of salts, acids, chlorine/bromine derivatives (or other disinfectants), particles of filtration medium and, potentially, accumulated cosmetic oils.  
1. A sealed, but appropriately vented, holding tank will be installed to contain the filter backwash.  This will be periodically emptied and de-sludged by a licenced contractor who will dispose of the waste appropriately.  
2. A more sustainable option for the treatment of the filter backwash will be sought by the pool operator/manager by applying to the Environment Agency for a discharge licence.  If an Environment Agency discharge licence is granted and once implemented, the use of the holding tank will cease.  All conditions imposed by the Environment Agency on any licence granted will be adhered to.  Until an Environment Agency licence is obtained, the method of collection and disposal off site of the filter backwash outlined under Point 1 above will continue (should the Environment Agency refuse to grant a licence, this method will continue indefinitely).  
3. All current and future Environment Agency requirements regarding swimming pool discharges will be adhered to.


