Planning Policy Comments by Warren Jackson-Hookins (Planning Policy Specialist) 
Site Address: Unit 3, Peacock Trading Estate, Goodwood Road, Eastleigh, SO50 4NT
Proposals:  Change of use from B2 to Sui Generis Funeral Directors Facility to include 24 hour access
Application Reference: F/23/95052
Date of Comments: 3 May 2023

Planning Policy Comments
The Council adopted the Eastleigh Borough Local Plan 2016-2036 on 25th April 2022. This document now forms the planning policy framework for the borough to 2036. 
Key Local Plan Policies  

The site is located in an existing employment site under Policy DM15, Safeguarding existing employment uses. 

Key Issues 

The proposed Sui Generis use differs to the more traditional B2, B8 or E(g) employment uses which are otherwise the predominant use classes safeguarded under Policy DM15, Safeguarding existing employment sites. Criterion 2. a. makes a reference to other employment uses which may be permitted provided that they would not have a significant impact on the continued primary use of the site.

The applicant has stated that the proposed scale and size of its operations and subsequent space requirements means that an industrial estate is likely to be the only area where the use can be realistically accommodated.  The applicant has also provided further information to demonstrate that the proposed use would employ the same/equivalent number of full-time jobs to that which a B2 employment use could accommodate. 


Concluding Comments

Whilst the use would not fall within the traditional B2, B8 or E(g) use classes, the proposed Sui Generis Use is likely to be more suitably located in an existing industrial estate. This is due to the noted operational requirements which are likely to be better suited away from residential and public areas such as town, district and local centres and because of the 24 hour access which is required.  These points combined with the total number of jobs proposed which would be equivalent to a B2 employment use means that the planning policy team raises no objection to this proposed change of use. 


