Application No: F/23/95045
Address: THE WIDE LANE PAVILION, UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHAMPTON SPORTS GROUND, WIDE LANE, EASTLEIGH, SO50 5PE
Description: Installation of 2no. synthetic sports pitches, erection of fencing including new pedestrian access route, associated engineering operations and landscaping

Internal Consultation Response – Richard Wood, Leisure Services Manager

Thank you for requesting consultation on the above planning application for the installation of 2no. synthetic sports pitches, erection of fencing including new pedestrian access route, associated engineering operations and landscaping.

Wide Lane is a multi-sport site with provision for a variety of sports including football, cricket, rugby, hockey, netball and tennis. The existing facility mix includes 2no. floodlit artificial grass pitches (1 3G and 1 sand based) and 8 floodlit tennis courts.  The site caters predominantly for student usage from the University of Southampton, however there is also a mix of community use, with local clubs and organisations benefiting from the onsite facilities. In addition to the external facilities, there is a clubhouse with changing provision. Funding was provided by EBC and the Football Foundation in 2005 to enhance the quality of the clubhouse. This was aligned to a 20-year agreement to develop community sport at Wide Lane. Additionally, in 2020 EBC made available further investment to install 2no. non-turf cricket wickets. This funding was aligned to an 8-year agreement to make cricket pitches available for community use.

Information provided relating to the type of use, intensity of use, times of use, user groups, strategic need, access, inclusivity, parking and noise is limited and should be provided by the applicant to better inform the community use and operational management elements of the project. 

The applicant should consider the following design principles:
The FA Guide to Floodlighting
Sport England Artificial Sports Lighting Design Guidance
The FA Guide to 3G Football Turf Pitch design principles and layouts
Sport England Playing Fields Policy and Guidance
Sport England Planning for Sport Guidance

It is worth noting that Eastleigh Borough Council have recently commissioned the development of a new Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS). The emerging PPS will have undertaken a thorough assessment of local needs, accounting for the changes in pitch provision since the last assessment and fully considering the need for new facilities to meet local demand and future population growth. The applicant should be aware of emerging strategic priorities from the new PPS and take these into account when planning for new sports provision.

The application needs to adhere to National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) paragraphs 98 and 99, especially when assessing the mitigation for the loss of open space. The new PPS will provide an up-to-date assessment for the need for open space, sport and recreation facilities and will help to identify whether this development meets paragraph 98 of the NPPF. It is recognised that the loss resulting from the proposed development would be replaced by equivalent or better provision in terms of quantity and quality in a suitable location.

This project has not been identified in the Football Foundation’s Local Football Facilities Plan which highlights areas where strategic need is greatest and is therefore not deemed as a priority need by the national governing body (NGB) for football. There is no evidence of community consultation or engagement with NGB’s to determine the need for this project.
The type and intensity of use will impact upon ancillary facilities such as changing and parking provision. Due to the nature of artificial pitches, their carrying capacity is significantly higher than grass pitches, therefore it would be expected that the number of training sessions and matches will also increase, especially with the addition of floodlights. It is likely that there will be increased demand for parking at peak times. A traffic management plan has not been provided to assess whether there is an acceptable level of existing parking provision onsite. The demand for parking should be considered when facilities are at maximum capacity. It is noted that the number of parking spaces is not proposed to increase, although the usage capacity will significantly increase with an additional two 3G pitches. It is suggested that traffic management and parking provision detail should be provided to enable the determination of this application. 

The 2017 PPS identified that the University should continue to explore options to secure overspill carparking at peak times for community use. Additionally, the PPS identified that the sand dressed hockey pitch would require resurfacing within 3 years. There were no recommendations for additional artificial grass pitches at Wide Lane, however as mentioned it is expected that the new PPS will provide an up to date and robust evidence of need.

It is recommended that new formal sports facilities should cater for local community need and therefore include provision for secured community use in line with Sport England guidance.

It is recognised that the provision of new sports facilities can help to increase usage and physical activity opportunities whilst helping to deliver health and wellbeing outcomes. This would be encouraged and consultation with potential users and National Governing Bodies would help to establish the projected use of the facilities. As this information is currently unavailable, I am unable to comment on how this proposal would impact local policy and strategies.
