F/23/95045 The Wide Lane Pavilion, University of Southampton Sports Ground, Wide Lane

Installation of 2 no. artificial sports pitches, erection of fencing and associated works

Planning Policy Comments 11/5/23

The Eastleigh Borough Local Plan 2016-2036 was adopted in April 2022. This document now forms the planning policy framework for the borough until 2036.
Policy DM34 in the adopted Local Plan supports the provision of new recreation and open space facilities or uses, and enhancements to existing, providing they meet the criteria in the policy. In addition to general development criteria, these address the impact on the countryside; the management of the space; and transport and accessibility. 
The site is in the countryside and within the settlement gap between Eastleigh and Southampton. In accordance with policy DM34(b)ii, development should not involve structures, floodlighting or activities that cause urbanisation or detract from rural character. This application does not include any floodlighting or new buildings. Due to the colour and nature of the proposed mesh security and pitch fencing, it is not considered that it will have an urbanising effect. 
The two proposed artificial pitches will replace three existing grass playing pitches. Policy DM32 sets out exceptional circumstances where the loss of facilities may be permitted, including where the need for alternative facilities outweighs the loss (criterion 1c). In accordance with policy DM32, if there is a loss in the number or area of pitches, the application should demonstrate that there is a clear benefit in the increased capacity of the artificial pitches, and this outweighs any loss. While the application does not provide detailed information on the use of the artificial pitches, it is recognised that there is a problem with waterlogging on grass pitches. Artificial pitches will support year-operation and are likely to result in increased capacity despite the loss of one pitch. 
In conclusion, this proposal is acceptable based on the lack of urbanising effect and increased capacity of the artificial pitches. 
