F/23/94881 – 33 – 34 Victoria Road, Netley Abbey, SO31 5DG.

26.06.2023. Update for re-consultation dated 22.06.2023. -  I can see no additional information that would change my views expressed in April 2023 below. 

Context.
Situated in the middle of the commercial heart of Netley, this Victorian building is part of the earlier structure of the village probably dating from the later part of the nineteenth century as the first map in the comprehensive heritage statement indicates pairs of semi-detached buildings then replaced by the terrace in the second.

This may have been the replacement of the five dwellings set back from the road and overlooking the sea with a row of commercial units up to the back of the pavement in response to the construction of the hospital and its servicing needs.

The amalgamation of the two retail units into one does not do the building any favours and lying empty for so long does not help either.  Unfortunately the first floor windows have been replaced with ones that have an inappropriate format and it would be far better to see these replaced with a normal Victorian sash format, which could be a contribution to an enhanced energy rating too.
 
The Proposal.
This has evidently been well researched to produce an entirely suitable and befitting solution, largely restoring the shop fronts to their original format, enhancing this part of the conservation area, which would be further helped by changing the first floor windows as well.

It is not really surprising that the Co-Op vacated this premises with another so close and the size is not really suitable for anything other than that use in this position.  Smaller units will have some chance of success but will need to have the residential elements to achieve some return to enable the building to be maintained and the ghastly blanked-off frontage to come alive again.

Conclusion.
A return to the frontage being two units with central doorways is to be welcomed and one hopes the first floor windows can be restored to their original format too.  No objection.

20.04.2023.

Tim J S Dyer, B.Sc.,Dip.Arch.(Birm), Grad.Dip.Conservation(AA), RIBA.
Built Heritage Consultant. 
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