

Chalcroft Business Park, Burnetts Lane
RM/23/94858 Three building solution
Landscape comments: Mark Ellison 3/7/23
Landscape Plan:  DD614L01
Main comment is that the failure of the first (easternmost) building to address the building line is unacceptable because this prevents the establishment of a strong and continuous avenue of trees. The tree belt is an essential requirement of this development, partly because of the scale of the new buildings. Accordingly, in its current form, we recommend refusal of this application. 
Should the case officer decide to approve this application, we’d require the following improvements:
1. We’d require larger trees at the front of the development to increase the biomass of foliage and impact on the landscape and biodiversity. This is a wide road with large building that warrants large trees. 
We’re now trying to re-introduce Elm into the borough to help with recovery of White Letter Hairstreak Butterfly populations. We recommend Ulmus ‘New Horizon’ from Hilliers. Please introduce a line of either these elm’s or alternatively another suitable native such as a lime. Perhaps a Tilia cordata cultivar (which doesn’t suffer from aphid residue).
The line should replace the existing trees at the front of the westernmost unit. There is room for 4 trees along the frontage and a further two in the beds that return towards the building. The latter two and the pair in the middle of the frontage require extension of the soil volumes through underground soil creates beneath the hard surface. 
There is not sufficient room all across the easternmost building for Elms/Limes, but we still require trees of stature here, so Quercus fastigiate are recommended on the same positions as the proposed Betula and Sorbus.
2. There are some overly extensive areas of hard standing within the development. The area to the rear of the larger unit should have a tree and an area of shrubs for every six parking spaces.

Planting details Plan 2 : DD614???
There doesn’t appear to be a details plan for this application. The second plan submitted with the application for the single building solution should also be submitted to apply to this application, but with an appropriate plant schedule. The same comments we have made for that application on this plan would apply:
1.Please identify the nature of the existing and imported topsoil. If its pretty free draining I don’t think the new level of the tree needs to be raised. Also, I’m uneasy about a layer of new topsoil that is only 300mm deep. I’d prefer 450mm minimum, although happy to debate this with the landscape architect if I’ve missed some new evidence. In the areas where trees are able to be planted within areas of existing grass, no imported subsoil will be required.
2. In the schedule, please clarify what size the Oxeye daisies will be planted.
3. In relation to the tree stock size we usually require a minimum of 14-16cm girth. However, in the circumstances of this site and because the client has appointed a trusted local landscape firm we are happy to compromise on this with the following condition;
That the developer funds the landscape architect to visit Hilliers nursey in Liss or Ampfield to select the trees individually. In doing this it is usually possible if this is done early enough to select specimens that are at the top of the size range and also of a good balanced shape, with a strong leader and no wounds. If this is guaranteed then we’d be happy to accept the stock sizes specified.

Specification
There doesn’t appear to be a specification submitted for this application. The spec submitted with the application for the single building solution should also be submitted to apply to this application. The same comments we have made for that application on this plan would apply:
1. Please clarify whether the landscape architects are to be retained to supervise the planting works on site. If they are not, then the specification needs to have more detail and not resort to the phrase ‘Submit proposals’.
2. Para 675 Preparation of undisturbed topsoil Where it exists in planting areas, the existing turf species should be thoroughly removed/ killed to prevent regrowth competing with establishing shrubs and trees, by whatever means.
3. There should be something included on thinning to avoid overcrowding within the shrub planting areas. 




