

F/23/95533 – 17 Swathling Road, West End, SO30 3AG.

Context.
The site is set between (and was formerly part of) a Victorian property on the corner of Swathling Road and Ivy Lane and the listed building of No. 21 Swathling Road.  This is listed as :-  ‘Pair of cottages (although now one dwelling) late 18th. century or early 19th. century.  Plaster painted render, partly reported as timber framed, part red brick.  Old tiled roof. 2 storeys, 2 windows.  2 ground floor 6-pane 2-light and 2 first floor 4 pane casements, ground floor windows under drip mould heads.  Central gable porch.  Hipped roof with tall central ridge stack.  Outshut roof to rear, 20th.C single storey addition in matching materials to left.’ 

What appeared to have been the old stable block to the Victorian building on the corner, together with the single storey concrete pre-fab tandem garage building near the north-west boundary with No. 21, a listed building, have now been demolished following pp for a single house on the site.  The idea now is to build a two storey set of one bed flats just behind the rear line of the garage to No. 21, with parking in front. 

The principle of building a new building of this nature in this position is no great problem, particularly as it is set well back, however it will still affect the setting of the heritage asset. The Victorian building now has again, four-pane sash windows, which are to be employed for the main rooms in the new building.  This will relate well to the ‘host’ building, giving cohesion to the whole site next to the heritage asset.

There is no mention anywhere of the proposed roof covering, which given the fenestration matches No.17, might as well be the same as that property.  The bin store, presumably for all flats, has been put unrealistically at the back of the site, which given human nature will probably not be used, so needs to be in a more convenient position to be used, perhaps at the front of the garden.  Likewise the cycle store, if this garden area is allotted to flats 3 and 4 one would not want everybody traipsing back and forth through the length of the space.

Conclusion.
In-spite of there not being a heritage, statement that should have been provided, the positioning actually enhances the setting of the listed building next door, particularly with the new fence and tidy hedge, so I would not object, however the waste bins for the existing building leaning into the hedge, as seen on Street View, detract from the setting of No.21 Swathling Road and needs to be addressed, partly to avoid those for the new building joining them and increasing the untidyness.
 
05.08.2023.

Tim J S Dyer, B.Sc.,Dip.Arch.(Birm), Grad.Dip.Conservation(AA), RIBA.
Built Heritage Consultant. 
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