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Please provide at least one reason for each of the boxes you have ticked in section E.  You must explain 
fully why you disagree with the council’s decision, where one has been issued.  To do this, you need to 
go through the reasons for the decision, and explain why you disagree.  Only the reasons within the 
council’s decision and the reasons put forward by you at application stage should be included on your 
appeal form.  You should not introduce any new reasons for the appeal.     
 
Your appeal should relate to the same works as those specified in your application to the 
council.  Exceptionally we may be able to accept your appeal even if you are seeking a variation to the 
works originally applied for.  We will only be able to do so if the changes do not materially alter the nature 
of the application and, if no one who should have been consulted about the proposed works would be 
prejudiced by our doing so.  For instance, you may have originally applied for consent to crown thin a 
tree by reducing the percentage of leaf area by 20%, whereas on appeal you may seek a lesser reduction 
of 10%. However if on appeal you appear to be seeking more works than originally applied for, it is 
recommended that you submit a new application to the council rather than seek to amend your original 
application at appeal stage because the Inspector will not consider any works above those which were 
put forward in your application form.  
 
Similar limitations apply in respect of the reasons you give for seeking consent, especially under the fast-
track procedure where the council has no opportunity to respond to your grounds of appeal.  The 
Inspector will only consider the matters that were before your council when the decision on your 
application was made.  This means that if the reason you submitted on your application form was that 
the tree was causing overshadowing, you should not, on appeal make a claim that tree roots are causing 
subsidence.  If you want to make a different case for the work applied for you should make a fresh 
application to the council. 
 
We will also look at the original application to check that it clearly specifies the proposed work. If we 
decide that the works you have applied for are so vague that we cannot be sure how much work is 
involved, we may decide that the appeal is invalid and reject it.  For example it is not sufficient to specify 
that you want to remove some of the lower branches, or you wish to reduce the tree by 15%.  This is 
too vague and fails to indicate the extent of the works. 
 
If you choose the recommended Fast Track appeal procedure (see section G) the reasons you set out 
below will be treated as your statement of case.  It is important that you set them out in full because 
you will not get an opportunity to add to them later.  
 
The decision on your appeal will take into account the contribution that the tree(s) make to the character 
and appearance of the area and the reasons set in support of your application/appeal.  Please bear in 
mind that the Planning Inspectorate has no jurisdiction to resolve allegations of maladministration or 
complaints about the time taken by the Council to issue a decision, since such matters are not relevant 
to the merits of the proposal.   
 
 
If you are appealing to fell a tree or against a condition requiring replacement planting please indicate 
the species and size of any tree(s) you would be prepared to plant if the appeal were to be allowed: 
 
 
Number of trees and Species: 
 
 
 
 
 
Size: 
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