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Planning Application F/23/95507 
Replacement Entrance Gate, Hardstanding and Frontage Fence (Retrospective) 
Willow Bee, Allington Lane, Eastleigh, SO30 3HP 
 
Introduction  
 
This Highway Technical Note has been produced in support of the above planning 
application, for retrospective consent for a replacement entrance gate at Willow Bee, 
Alington Lane.    
 
Allington Lane is a classified public highway with the identification number C194. At the 
point of the replacement entrance gatesthe road is rural in character having no pedestrian 
footways and no street lighting. The road is also subject to a 40mph speed limit at this point.  
 
Historically the site was served by a narrow simple verge crossing where visibility was 
limited, and a gate set at the back of the verge resulted in vehicles having to wait within the 
carriageway whilst the gate was opened and closed.  This current application seeks 
retrospective consent for works undertaken which include the widening of the access, a set 
of brick piers and high gates set back from the edge of the highway. This is demonstrated 
below.   
 

 
 
Eastleigh Borough Council as Local Planning Authority (LPA) have consulted Hampshire 
County Council as Local Highway Authority who when considering the proposals have said:  
 
“The new access design allows for a set-back holding space into site prior to the gates,  
which allows for a vehicle to wait off the highway whilst the gates are opened.   
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This is an improvement on the historical gated access which directly abutted the highway 
and meant a vehicle had to obstructively wait for the gates to be opened. 
 
In terms of visibility, whilst no plan has been submitted to demonstrate whether or not 
visibility splays can be accorded to in line with current standards, which typically for a  
40mph speed restricted road would be a minimum of 2.4m x 120.0m, following a site visit it 
does appear that there may be a shortfall. 
 
However, in consideration with the historical access, the use of which could continue should 
planning for the new access be refused, and which also appears to be below standards in 
terms of visibility, the benefits of the new access outweigh the benefits of the retention of 
use of the old from a highway perspective. 
 
It is however requested that an updated drawing is provided by the applicant which clearly 
shows the maximum visibility splays achievable both left and right to the nearside kerb, and 
that a condition is placed upon this drawing to ensure that the visibility envelope is kept 
clear of any vertical obstruction (landscaping / bushes / trees) above the height of 0.6m in 
the future.” 
 
Access and Visibility  
 
Whilst the road is subject to a 40mph speed limit, in order to assess whether traffic speeds 
are less than the posted limit, a 7-day automatic traffic speed and volume survey was 
undertaken and the table below gives a summary of speeds and volumes, whilst the data is 
included as Appendix 1 to this Note.   
 

Allington Lane 7-Day Traffic Speed and Volume Survey 

Traffic Volumes Traffic Speeds 
Southbound Northbound Combined Southbound Northbound 

4032 3826 78858 36.7mph 39.3mph 

 
Based on the outcome of the HCC Sight Stopping Distance Calculator, visibility Y distances of 
79.0m would be required to the south and 74.0m to the north. Clearly however these are 
not available, given the existing vegetation within the highway verge and the alignment of 
the road.  
 
In order to ascertain what splays are available, drawing numbered NJC-001 is included as 
Appendix 2 to this Note. This shows the replacement access together with visibility splays of 
2.0m by 40.0m when measured to an off set of 300mm into the running carriageway edge.  
 
Whilst it is acknowledged that such splays fall short of the desirable splays based on the HCC 
sight stopping distance calculator, the LHA have recognised that such splays are an 
improvement over the previous situation and that the hardstanding at the front of the site is 
a genuine improvement, as it allows vehicles to stand clear of the highway rather than have 
vehicles stood in Allington Lane, on a bend where forward visibility was limited.  
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Summary and Conclusion  
 
This Highway Technical Note has been produced in support of a proposal for a replacement 
entrance gate at Willow Bee, Allington Lane.   
 
The proposal includes a hard standing at the front of the site which allows vehicles to stand 
clear of the highway whilst the gates are being opened and closed.  
 
Whilst it is recognised that the available visibility splays do fall short of those desired by the 
LHA the proposal is seen as an improvement over the existing situation.  
 
Any consent granted can include a suitably worded condition that requires the splays to be 
kept clear of all obstructions over 600mm above carriageway level in perpetuity.  
 
It is therefore considered that this proposal can now be supported by the Highway 
Authority.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nick Culhane September 2023  
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Appendix 1  
 
Traffic Survey Data   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Allington Lane Traffic Survey Results  
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Appendix 2 
 
Access and Visibility  
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