PN/23/96033 New agricultural access, Pembers Farm Avenue
DC/23/96068 Revised landscape plan for the new agricultural access
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Landscape Plans
Unless there is a definite need for new agricultural access, I would not be supportive of the proposal due to the impact on the existing habitats.
There is an existing agricultural access point approximately 20m to the east of the proposed access point which is unused/ redundant.  There is relatively new fencing and planting across the front of the existing access gate within the residential area which currently precludes access, presumably put in place as part of the housing development and presumably agreed in consultation with the neighbouring landowner.  It is therefore questioned if this new access is required.
The installation of a new access point will result in the direct habitat loss of 4.2m of species rich hedgerow and a small area of semi-improved grassland.  This will also result in a new break in the green corridor around the perimeter of the development which the approved plans and subsequent planting have previously sought to strengthen. 
It is not clear if the ash tree between the existing access gate and the proposed access is being retained or not (also considering its root network).  Clarity is required please.  The tree stump (Target Note 2), dead wood habitat, is to be relocated elsewhere on site.
It is not clear if or where compensatory habitat creation for these additional habitat impacts has been proposed.  This is required for this condition to be discharged if the need for access at this new location is supported.  Other mitigation measures proposed in the Ecological Technical Note must be adhered to.
Sarah Boyd, Ecologist
