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1.1 Planning approval (Application No. F/20/88620) for 9 Nichol Road, Chandlers Ford, 
SO53 5AY has been granted subject to conditions for the erection of 1.no four 
bedroom detached dwelling following demolition of existing dwelling.

The planning permission by Eastleigh Borough Council was granted on 20th May 
2021 subject to conditions.

1.2 This method statement relates to the following planning condition and is written to 
allow Condition 5 to be discharged and provide onsite contractors with working 
methodologies and tree protection measures to ensure that the retained trees are not 
adversely impacted upon from site work to implement the approved planning 
permission.

Condition 5
No excavation, demolition or development related works shall take place on site until 
an Arboricultural Method Statement and Tree Protection plan, as per British Standard 
5837:2012 (Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction –
Recommendations) has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local 
Planning Authority (LPA). The approved documents must then be adhered to in full, 
and my only be modified subject to written agreement from the LPA.

Reason: To retain and protect the existing trees which form an important part of the 
amenity of the locality.

1.3 Eastleigh Borough Council has confirmed that trees on and adjacent to the site are 
protected by two Tree Preservation Orders: TPO 58-H (Woodland) protects all tree 
species and TPO 245-E protects multiple Birch to the front and rear of the property.

1.4 This Arboricultural Method Statement and Tree Protection Plans (CBA11304.02A 
TPP DEMO and Tree Protection Plan CBA11304.03A TPP CONS) must be read in 
conjunction with one another. The Tree Protection Plan is based on the existing site 
plan (1006 012) and the proposed plan (SP1188) provided by Unsted Design.

2.1 The Tree Protection Plans (CBA11304.02A TPP DEMO and Tree Protection Plan 
CBA11304.03A TPP CONS) clearly identifies trees to be retained and trees to be 
removed as part of the planning approval and where tree protection is to be located 
for each phase of the site works.

2.2 No trees will be removed for the development works.  A section of Hedge 1 will be 
removed to provide working space to construct the new dwelling.  Importantly the 
only section/part that can be removed is that which grows onsite.
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3.0 TREE WORKS

3.1 The removal of the section of Hedge 1 and crown lifting to Tree 1 will be completed 
by following best practice and be guided by the following:

All permitted or approved tree work should be carried out in accordance 
with the British Standard “Recommendations for Tree Work” BS3998:2010, 
by suitably qualified and experienced professional arborists.  Under no 
circumstances shall site personnel undertake any tree pruning operations.  All 
tree surgery works should be carried out prior to the development of the site, 
and erection of protective barriers.

Consideration should be given to the timing of the proposed tree works to 
avoid the active growing period of trees.  Therefore, all tree work should 
ideally be carried out during the dormant period from November through to 
February and then again from June to August.  

Due to the official bird nesting season considered to be from 1st March through 
to the 31st July (Natural England) depending on weather conditions, 
consideration must also be given to the potential for nesting birds.  Therefore 
if tree work is to be carried out within these months the project ecologist must 
be consulted to:

o Complete or advise on a pre-works survey which needs to be carried out 
by a suitably competent person.  As a general rule, it should be assumed 
that birds will be nesting in trees, and it is down to contactors to assess, 
record and confirm that any works carried out in the management of trees 
and other vegetation has not disturbed actively nesting birds*.

o Ground vegetation, and therefore ground nesting birds, can often be 
overlooked by tree workers so additional care and controls should be 
taken when access and egress to the work site may also cause 
disturbance or damage to a nesting site. This is also true for retained 
trees on site as the removal of adjacent trees or remedial works on a tree 
may lead to an established nest being abandoned, exposed to the 
elements or predation. This action is also a breach of the Act and 
therefore could lead to prosecution due to the infringement of the Wildlife 
and Countryside Act 1981 and breaching the European Habitats Directive 
1992/Nesting Birds Directive*.

Although not apparent at the time of the site visit, consideration should also 
be given to the presence of bats and advice must be taken from the project’s 
Ecologist prior to starting tree works.  Where bats are identified as a serious 
concern, a bat survey should be undertaken by qualified and trained 
personnel to identify the needs of the bats (roosts, resting place etc.) and no 
tree works can be carried out until the ‘all clear’ is given, or a programme of 
recommendations is received in writing. 
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4.1 Tree protection barriers will be installed in accordance with the Tree Protection Plans 
(CBA11304.02A TPP DEMO and Tree Protection Plan CBA11304.03A TPP CONS)
(appended at CB2) prior to the commencement of any site preparation works.  Ideally 
these tree protection measures will be installed and established prior to demolition 
work starting on site.

4.2 Once approved as part of the planning condition discharge, a copy of this 
Arboricultural Method Statement and the Tree Protection Plans will be available on 
site at all times. They will be presented to all site workers as part of the site induction 
and health and safety briefings.

4.3 At all times the barriers will be fit for purpose, i.e. it will exclude from the protected 
area all site demolition/clearance, ground work, construction works, delivery and 
storage of materials associated with the side extension.  

4.4 Demolition, Ground and Construction Contractors will be made aware that the 
barriers are located to restrict their movements and that the area beyond this is 
sacrosanct.

4.5 All site operations will be planned, implemented and supervised to prevent the 
following, unless otherwise stated within this report:  

Root severance
Damage to the bark, branches and trunks
Compaction of the soil within the Construction Exclusion Zone 
Alterations in soil level
Soil contamination by phytotoxic materials such as herbicides, petrol, oils, diesel, 
cement and concrete washings or other construction additives 

4.6 Installing the following protective barriers as indicated on the Tree Protection Plans 
(CBA11304.02A TPP DEMO and Tree Protection Plan CBA11304.03A TPP CONS)
will protect the retained trees and hedges. It is recommended that the appropriate 
barriers will consist of a robust barrier where it (the barrier) is resistant to impact and 
requires a positive or considered movement/adjustment by contractors.

4.7 The robust barrier as indicated by the solid purple line on the tree protection plans
(CBA11304.02A TPP DEMO and Tree Protection Plan CBA11304.03A TPP CONS)
will consist of weld mesh panels coupled together with two clasps fastened from the 
inside, mounted on rubber feet which are secured into position with ground pins or 
similar. The weld mesh panels will also be stabilised by supporting struts secured in 
position with ground pins (see Figure 1 below).  

4.8 The barriers will be set up prior to the start of and in readiness for the initial demolition 
works as shown on CBA11304.02A TPP DEMO.  Once this has been completed, the 
tree protection barriers will be adjusted so it is located as detail on Tree Protection
Plan CBA11304.03A TPP CONS.
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Figure 1:  
Tree Protective 
Barrier example
(taken from 
BS5837:2012, 
Figure 3) 

4.9 Within the tree protective barrier an allowance will be made to provide the client 
access to the remaining part of the garden (both front and rear) for continued garden 
maintenance during the works and direct access from the driveway to the mobile 
home and site office.  This could take the form of a personnel gate set within the 
fencing panel or through the fencing panels being set with a gap no wider than 
1000mm to allow for homeowner/pedestrian access. Contractors will be made 
aware that the barrier/fencing is located to restrict their movements and that the area 
beyond this is sacrosanct and only available for the homeowners.

4.10 Fit for purpose ground protection must be established at the start of site works, 
maintained and adjusted as required/shown on the tree protection plans 
CBA11304.02A TPP DEMO and Tree Protection Plan CBA11304.03A TPP CONS.
Ground protection will take the form of a geotextile membrane laid on the ground on 
top of which shall be laid a 100mm depth of wood chip or wood mulch.  This will be 
topped with 18mm OSB or Ply board sheets.

4.11 Areas protected by the barriers and ground measures will be regarded as 
sacrosanct, and the tree protective barriers shall not be taken down or relocated at 
any time (with the exception of the changeover once demolition works are complete) 
without the written approval by the Tree Officer of Eastleigh Borough Council. An 
example of a Construction Exclusion Zone (CEZ) notice is appended at CB3.
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9.4 Site offices and welfare units (if required) will be located to avoid footings being dug 
within the CEZ and avoid services and drainage being dug in the ground also.  It is 
understood that the works will be effectively completed as a self-build project and the 
existing mobile home could be used as a site office if desired.

9.5 A mobile home has already been established on site using eight piles of paving slabs 
to stabilise and support the unit. A secondary unit will be established on site to 
provide residential accommodation whilst the first unit will act as a site office.

10.1 There shall be no vehicular movement on the soft ground within the construction 
exclusion zone identified by the tree protection barriers on CBA11304.02 TPP, except
for ordinary domestic vehicular access for maintenance such as mowers and all-
terrain vehicles.

10.2 All plant machinery and contractor vehicles will utilise the original/existing driveway 
access and operate from fit for purpose ground protection at all times.

10.3 At no time will plant machinery or vehicles related to the development works operate
from soft ground without precautions for trees being in place.

11.1 There will be no ground level alterations within the root protection areas of retained 
trees or beyond the tree protection barrier or beneath ground protection measures.

12.0 UTILITY SERVICE CONNECTIONS

12.1 No information has been provided on the location and size of existing services.  
However, existing services within the RPA and CEZ of retained trees will not be 
chased out but cut at the edge of any structure and left in- situ.

12.2 Cabling will only be recovered from beneath a CEZ where it is located in ducting and 
can be removed by winching from an existing service manhole beyond the CEZ. 

12.3 Service pipes and ducts, where they are located within the CEZ or RPA of retained 
trees, will be made redundant either by pipe bursting or by filling with an inert material 
such as foamed concrete. 

12.4 Details of service location proposals have not been forwarded to CBA Trees at the 
time of compiling this statement.  It is however assumed, given that the existing 
dwelling is served by the required services and drainage that these will be connected 
to for the new dwelling where practicable, this will avoid disturbance of tree roots and 
ensure their healthy retention.
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13.2 It is advised that the site supervisor establishes their own listing of contact details at 
the pre-start site meeting and displays this in their office for general use as necessary.
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The Professional Arboricultural Consultancy

Qualifications of 

Stefan Rose

Principal Consultant

Stefan Rose BSc (Hons), TechCert (Arbor.A), TechArbor.A, joined CBA Trees in 1998 as a junior surveyor 

and having gained extensive knowledge and a wealth of experience over the years including Professional 

Tree Inspectors Certification (LANTRA), has progressed to Principal Consultant.  He has considerable 

experience in working as a locum for Local Authorities, assessing new and extant Tree Preservation Orders, 

and continues to work on a number of major development projects nationwide.

As our Principal Consultant Stefan undertakes a full range of arboricultural services from health and safety 

audits to BS5837:2012 tree surveys, providing expert advice and guidance on initial feasibility site 

assessments to full scale planning applications.  He is accomplished at producing implication assessments 

and method statements for the submission of planning applications, working with both individual home 

owners and within multi-disciplinary teams to achieve successful arboricultural outcomes.




