F/23/96050 – 20 Crowsport, Hamble-le-Rice, SO31 4HG.

17.11.23 Update That looks much better, closer to the ethos of the early Modern Movement buildings giving a 'lighter' feel to the canopy and hence more elegant.  No Objection.

16.11.2023. Update.  In the light of revised drawings addressing my concerns about the apparent presence of the proposal, the current scheme now sits better in its context, however just one comment about the canopy.  As presented this looks like a frame – a trifle heavy – and would be more elegant if it were a supported canopy, more in the idiom of the Maxwell Fry example i.e. the posts either set further back from the canopy edge or the canopy extended slightly and the posts possibly a little slimmer too.  On that basis, No Objection. 

26.10.23. Comments

Context.
This Art Deco estate included in the Hamble Conservation Area since 2008 has a limited architectural language, as these were simple dwellings provided for the crews of large racing yachts in the 1930’s like the J-class ones, requiring large crews. This is the essence of why these heritage assets are included in the conservation area and we need to be careful not to lose sight of its origins or to dilute its character.
The nearest listed buildings are those of Copper Hill Terrace in The Square which are sufficiently far away not to be affected immediately or their setting by any proposal in Crowsport.
No 20 is one of the originals from 1935 but like most has suffered the ignominy of inappropriate extensions and replacement windows and unfortunately will have a hopeless energy rating having been designed primarily for summer use and dating from pre-central heating days when peoples expectation of comfort was considerably lower than today.  This one is also suffering from lack of maintenance.
The Proposal.
This scheme is for a small ground floor extension to the rear of the garage adjacent to the street and the addition of a first floor who’s totally enclosed area is less than the required 50% of ground floor area.  This additional living space is to be placed toward the rear of the built form away from the street, thereby reducing its impact on the street scene.
While the totally enclosed first floor space may be within the 50% limit, the visual and actual effect of the overall structure is one of being greater than 50%.  This combined with the raised parapets give a monumental impression, which is quite out of keeping with the ethos of the estate – a very big jump from the low profile of the original dwellings, particularly where adjacent to the road.
The need for covered external area and solar control can be met within the spirit of the rule by a projecting canopy, which has a much lighter effect than the proposed structural frame and the effective height of the raised parapet can be resolved by the use of glass balustrading as evidenced by No 18 for example.  Both of these will reduce the effective baulk of the proposal to be more in keeping with the estate.
Conclusion.
While this proposal might be within the letter of the 50% rule, it is not in the spirit of it and is detrimental to the visual qualities of the estate and this part of the Hamble Conservation Area.  Holding objection.

26.10.2023. Tim J S Dyer, B.Sc.,Dip.Arch.(Birm), Grad.Dip.Conservation(AA), RIBA. Built Heritage Consultant. 

   

