Planning Policy Comments by Warren Jackson-Hookins (Planning Policy Specialist) 
Site Address: 11 St Johns Centre, St Johns Road, Hedge End, Southampton, SO30 4QU
Proposal: Retrospective conversion of Hot Food Takeaway (Sui Generis) to Hairdresser/Barber shop (Class E)
Planning Application Reference: F/23/96275
Date of Comments: 29 November 2023

Planning Policy Comments

The Council adopted the Eastleigh Borough Local Plan 2016-2036 on 25th April 2022. This document now forms the planning policy framework for the borough until 2036. 
Principle of the Change of Use
The principle of the change of use from a Sui Generis takeaway to a Class E hairdresser is considered to be an acceptable use within the boundary and retail frontage of Hedge End District Centre.  With regards to the development falling under Class E, a condition to restrict the proposal from changing to some of the sub classes in Class E should be given consideration as per the below.  

[bookmark: _bookmark0]Use of Restrictive Conditions 
The use of restrictive conditions can help to minimise potential impacts upon the Borough’s sequentially preferable locations such as the existing town, district and local centres. In light of the changes to the Use Class Order and the creation of Class E, it is considered that restrictive conditions can still be used in the interests of making sound planning judgements based on material planning considerations. 
In order to manage any future potential changes to the unit and to minimise future potential impacts such as upon the vitality and viability of the centre and general amenity, consideration should be given to inserting a condition which would restrict any future changes of the unit to those within Class E except for those falling within E(g)(i), E(g)(ii) and E(g)(iii).  It is further considered that this would help to provide sufficient flexibility for future changes of use in Hedge End District Centre in accordance with the intentions of Policy DM22, Changes of use in retail frontages in Eastleigh town centre, district centres, local centres and neighbourhood parades. 

Concluding Comments

The Planning Policy supports this change of use proposal whereby the above noted condition should be considered for the purposes of protecting the viability and viability and wider amenity of Hedge End District Centre. 

