F/23/96407 – Bursledon Hall, Blundell Lane, Bursledon, SO31 1AA.

Context.
This site is approximately 600metres to the north of the Old Bursledon Conservation Area and a similar distance east of the Bursledon Windmill Conservation Area.  Set on a highpoint some 50m above sea level it has a clear view to the north-east up the Hamble river valley but is shielded by mature trees to the west and north-west.
The nearest listed buildings are Hoe Moor House about 400m. to the north-west again on a similar highpoint with The Windmill, Dodwell Cottage at the top of Dodwelll Lane and The Thatched Cottage in Portsmouth Road, Lowford all approximately a kilometre and a half away.  This building is far enough away from most heritage assets to not affect their settings and separated by mature trees from the closest, so not affecting that either.

The Proposal.
The scheme is to return the building to its original residential use, albeit in numerous flats as opposed to one expansive dwelling, under the umbrella of Policy S5 for conversion of existing buildings in the countryside.  From a conservation perspective no problem, it will retain an interesting building in the countryside in its mostly original setting, however there are some points to note.

The Annexe has been included within this, but this structure certainly appears to me to be a building of a temporary nature (like a temporary classroom) and not erected for residential use, contrary of the second policy quote “The buildings must be of a permanent construction etc.“  The building is of timber panel construction and will be nowhere near current thermal requirements or expected life span. 
The Pavilion is, from memory, of timber construction too on a solid base, with render to the outside walls and much older than the annexe.  It has obviously been there for many years overlooking what was the tennis court, so dates from a more genteel time, possibly of similar age to the house, making a positive contribution to the setting of the main house, unlike the annexe.
The Main House appears to be built of Beaulieu bricks which were only available until 1935 but the original looking windows look late Victorian with French influenced slated mansard roof with period influenced decorative dormer window heads.  On the northern face of the eastern corner of the building is an iron escape staircase in typically blunt fashion, detracting from the buildings appearance.  
The drawings indicate this staircase being retained but as the internal one is to be a protected space under building regulations, one questions the need to retain this inelegant structure, particularly as it appears to exceed 6m high which Bidg. Regs. demand should be enclosed to ensure safe use in bad weather.

Conclusion.
Conversion of the main building is no problem but the fire escape ruins the look of the building from the eastern side and one questions the suitability of converting the annexe, particularly vis-à-vis Policy S5 as quoted.  Holding objection.
12.12.2023. Tim J S Dyer, B.Sc.,Dip.Arch.(Birm), Grad.Dip.Conservation(AA), RIBA. Built Heritage Consultant. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                          



FI239640 - Bursledon Hall,BundelLane, Bursledon, S031 1AA.
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