Planning Policy Comments by Warren Jackson-Hookins (Planning Policy Specialist) 
Site Address: Land between Allington Manor Farm, Roddington Forge and Chalcroft Farm, Allington Lane, West End
Proposal: Development of Solar Farm and Battery Storage with combined maximum grid export capacity of 27 MW, including solar panels, containerised battery storage, security fencing, CCTV cameras, internal access tracks, underground cabling, inverters, substations, grid connection, environmental enhancement measures and other ancillary development
Application Reference: F/23/96527 
Date of Comments: 4 January 2024

Planning Policy Comments
The Council adopted the Eastleigh Borough Local Plan 2016-2036 on 25th April 2022. This document now forms the planning policy framework for the borough up to 2036. 
Existing Land Use Designations
The solar development areas are proposed to be located on land which is protected as countryside under Strategic Policy S5, New development in the countryside. This land is not covered by any other planning policy land use designations. 
Zero and Low Carbon Energy
It is noted in Policy DM4, Zero and low carbon energy that the Borough Council will permit the development of infrastructure to generate zero or low carbon energy.  Therefore, the general principle of this application is strongly supported with regards to the contribution it can make towards reducing carbon emissions. 
Environmental Considerations 
It is stated in Policy DM11, Nature conservation that development will not be permitted if it is likely (either individually or in combination with other developments) to have a direct or indirect adverse effect on a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) or Local Nature Reserve (LNR) as shown on the policies map. The applicant has prepared a Biodiversity Management Plan for the purpose of minimising any potential negative impacts arising from the Proposed Development, while increasing the habitat diversity. A Net Gain Assessment Report and Ecological Assessment have also been prepared in support of this application.  The Council’s ecologist may be able to provide further comments the acceptability of the proposal with regards to the submitted biodiversity and ecology related reports and information. 
Strategic Footpath/Cycleway/Bridleway Links
Strategic Policy S11, Strategic footpath, cycleway and bridleway links is relevant to consider whereby there is a proposed strategic footpath/cycleway/bridleway which runs north/south through the site to the west of Allington Lane.  The applicant should take the opportunity to avoid any detrimental impacts to this proposed route with regards to the proposed solar development area. The Design and Access Statement includes a Public Rights of Way (RoW) assessment. This shows two potential RoW options which would run through the site. Both deviate from the proposed route which is shown on the adopted Local Plan Policies Map. The applicant should liaise with stakeholders such as Hampshire County Council who are responsible for managing public rights of way in order to ensure that the proposed solar farm integrates positively with the proposed route. This would help to ensure that the proposal accords with the criteria included in Strategic Policy S11. 
Concluding Comments
[bookmark: _Hlk82185724]Whilst the development is proposed to be located on land protected as countryside, it is also recognised that it would help to reduce carbon emissions by reducing a reliance on fossil fuels and would therefore help towards addressing the Climate Change and Environmental Emergency declared by the Council in July 2019. Therefore, the proposal is strongly supported by the Planning Policy Team. This is provided that the applicant can demonstrate no adverse impacts upon adjacent Local Nature Conservation designations or upon the delivery of the proposed strategic footpath/cycleway/bridleway designation or any alternative routes that are proposed.  
