Ball Stop Netting System - Maintenance Requirements and Schedule
The purpose of the ball stop netting system is to protect surrounding property, especially that behind goals where shooting is more prevalent, from ball strikes.
The ball stop netting should be kept in good and safe condition at all times and always raised to the appropriate height during use.
Nets and ropes that are used for raising and lowering should be checked to ensure there is no risk of entrapment to players or other users.
Netting should be checked on a regular basis to ensure that there are no wildlife entrapments. Should any wildlife entrapment be identified then then appropriate action for the welfare of the animal must be taken immediately and the local authority should be notified as soon as is practicably possible.
Posts should be checked to ensure that they are in a safe condition, good working order and are well secured, especially in high winds.
Any repairs to the netting system should be done so in line with the manufacturer's recommendations as required with any components replaced that are deemed beyond repair.
The ball stop netting system should be lowered and removed outside of the football season to reduce the risk of damage and entrapments.
The netting system should be stored in a dry and secure place whilst not in use. Upon re-installing the system, the condition should be thoroughly checked.
The below table provides a guide, outlining the recommended maintenance schedule for the netting system. Should additional maintenance be required to ensure safe working conditions then these should be carried out in addition and in accordance with the manufacturer's guidelines.
	Maintenance Task
	Frequency
	Responsibility

	Visual check for condition and to check tension
	Weekly during the season or before every use
	Grounds management team
Key partner football club

	To ensure all ropes and netting is secured to reduce the risk of entrapment
	Weekly during the season or before every use
	Grounds management team
Key partner football club

	To check for wildlife entrapments
	As often as is practicable, with an expectation of daily checks/daily whenever possible
	Grounds management team

	To check posts are safe and secure
	Weekly during the season or before every use
	Grounds management team

	To remove and store away netting system outside of the football season
	In line with the end of the football season. To be agreed with Grounds management team.
	Grounds management team
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