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Tree Protection Method Statement 
 

Sequence of Operations 

Install Tree Protection Fencing 
 

a. Tree Protection Fencing will be installed in the locations shown on the Tree Protection 

Plan as agreed with the Local Planning Authority Tree Officer. 

b.  The area between the Tree Protection Fencing and the trees will be a Construction 

Exclusion Zone (CEZ). 

c. Tree Protection Fencing will be constructed to specification described in Appendix 1. Final 

specification to be agreed with the Local Planning Authority Tree Officer. 

d. If tree roots are encountered during the erection of the fencing then uprights will be 

realigned to avoid damage. 

e. Site Notices will be securely fixed to the Tree Protection Fence panels (Appendix 1). 

f. There will be no movement of Tree Protection Fencing unless it is agreed with the Local 

Planning Authority Tree Officer. 

 

Install temporary vehicle access to site of MUGA 

 

g. Temporary vehicle access will be provided across the playing field as shown on the Tree 

Protection Plan. 

h. Access will be constructed to specification described in Appendix 2 or equivalent 

approved.  

i. It is not envisaged that any access will be located within any tree RPA’s. In the event that 

access is required within RPA’s then the final specification shall be agreed with the Local 

Planning Authority Tree Officer. 

 

Construction of new MUGA 

 

j. The MUGA has been positioned outside of the RPA’s of the existing trees and outside of 

the 20m SINC buffer zone. No additional measures are envisaged being required. 

 

Construction of new footpath 

 

k. Where the new footpath surface breach the Root Protection Areas as indicated on the 

Tree Protection Plan, installation will be carried out using a 'No-Dig' Cellular Confinement 

system such as 'CellWeb' or equivalent approved (see Appendix 3). 
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l. The position of the footpath will be marked out on site. This area will then be cleared of 

vegetation and a general level created using hand tools and clean sand where necessary. 

A geo textile membrane will then be laid across the surface. 

m. The ‘Cellular Confinement System’ (CCS) will then be laid across the area. This will provide 

a load-bearing and permeable structure. 

n. Once the CCS is in place it will be backfilled with clean angular stone which will enable air 

and moisture to reach the roots and encourage healthy growth. A proprietary porous 

wearing course will then be applied as the finished surface. The edges of the MUGA 

surface will be retained using tannalised wooden retaining boards staked into the ground 

OR proprietary sports facility edging tapering down to the existing ground level with top 

soil. 

 

Removal of Tree Protection Fencing 

 

o. Tree Protection Fencing and Ground Protection will only be removed after all major 

construction work is complete. Vehicular access will not be permitted within the 

Construction Exclusion Zones. 

p. The local authority tree officer shall be made aware that the fencing is to be removed. 

 

General Precautions 

 

q. Welfare and site storage facilities will be positioned outside the CEZ's. The location 

will be agreed with the Local Planning Authority Tree Officer prior to commencement of 

the project. 

r. No materials that are likely to have an adverse effect on tree health will be stored or 

discharged within 10 metres of the trunk of a tree that is to be retained. Consideration 

will be given to the implications of storing materials upslope of this exclusion zone in 

order to avoid the risk of potential spillages leaching down-slope and contaminating the 

Root Protection Area of a tree. 

Such materials include: 

 Oil 

 Bitumen 

 Cement 

s. No fires will be lit unless the site of the fire is agreed with the Local Planning Authority 

Tree Officer and Kings School Estates Manager. 

t. In the event of unforeseen incidents occurring that may adversely affect or threaten the 

welfare or security of the trees, the Site Manager shall inform the Local Planning 

Authority Tree Officer at the earliest opportunity and not more than one working day 

following the incident  and recommendations will be submitted for approval by the Local 

Planning Authority, initially verbally, and then in writing. 
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u. A record of any emergency incidents and works shall be maintained by the Site Manager. 

Incidents which may merit such contingency plans include: 

 Accidental / unauthorised damage to the limbs, roots or trunk of trees 

 The spillage of chemicals within or adjacent to a Root Protection Area 

 The discharge of toxins / waste within or adjacent to a Root Protection Area 

 The un-scheduled breaching of a tree protective barrier or Construction Exclusion 

Zone. 
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Appendix 1 

The In-Ground System below shall be installed as indicated by the blue dashed line on the Tree 
Protection Plan – i.e. to the North West side of the MUGA between the MUGA and the existing 
trees which are located between the MUGA and the school buildings. It should be robust enough 
to withstand occasional knocks by plant machinery and, once installed, shall remain in place 
throughout the entire construction phase. 
 
Vertical scaffold poles are driven into the ground, onto which are fixed horizontal 
scaffold poles and diagonal bracing struts. Weldmesh panels (or similar – e.g. Heras type fencing 
panels, or 18mm+ plywood boards) are secured to the scaffold framework using standard 
scaffold clips. The system is illustrated in the diagram below and is based on BS 5837 guidelines. 
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For all other areas it is proposed to install a less 
robust system because of the nature of 
construction activity,  or its distance from tree 
protection areas. The purpose of such a system 
shall be to demarcate the protection zone. It is 
not intended that such fencing will withstand 
knocks by construction machinery. 
 
In this system, high visibility plastic safety 
fencing, 1m high, minimum grade 140g/m2, is 
secured onto alternate wooden posts and 
fencing pins. Wooden posts to be 
located at 5m intervals, minimum dimensions 
75mm. 
 
Final specification to be agreed with the Local 
Planning Authority Tree Officer. 
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Appendix 2 
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Appendix 3 
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