
Ecology response 6 3 26 for F/26/100809 The Orchard, 5 Westgate Mews, Kenilworth 

Gardens, Southampton, SO30 3RE 

 Construction of 8No. detached dwellings with associated amenity space, parking 

and landscaping  

Gary Osmond 

6/3/26 

The tree officer has informed Ecology that a tree has been removed. The landscape 

officer’s response (26/2/26) also mentions potential tree removal in advance of the 

application.  This will need to be accounted for in the revised biodiversity net gain 

submission.  

If habitat is cleared before an application is submitted, the baseline habitat value of 

the site will be taken to be its biodiversity value immediately before the carrying on 

of the activities, as per Schedule 14 of the Environment Act 2021, Pt 1, Para 6a-b with 

a cut-off date of 30th January 2020. Where there is evidence of deliberate neglect or 

damage to any of the habitats and species, their deteriorated condition will not be 

taken into consideration, and the ecological potential of the site will be used to 

decide the acceptability of any development proposals. 

Lisa Malter 

Ecologist 

 


