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Redistributing the excavated spoil must be done under the guidance of the tree officer 

The site area is given as 640 sq metres on the application form. The applicant is claiming the 

de minimis exemption from 10% biodiversity net gain because the footpath area is below 25 

sq metres. The habitat affected must also include the area where the spoil is proposed to be 

spread, so the application would not be exempt due to the de minimis exemption.  

I have reviewed the Biodiversity Net Gain assessment by South Downs Ecology (January 

2026). There are a few inconsistencies. I have emailed the ecological consultant for 

clarification of the measurement of the site area and the number of trees proposed.  

Please reconsult ecology when this information has been submitted.  

Lisa Malter 

Ecologist 

 


