WESSEX

ECOLOGY

Land north of Pear Tree Cottage, Horton
Heath

Project fitle Land north of Pear Tree Cottage, Horton Heath
Client Osman Homes Lid

Planning F/25/99584

application number

Project number 5838.5

Date of issue 05/05/2026

Prepared by Wessex Ecology Ltd

Home Farm House, Tidworth, SP9 7BE
Email: info@danielahernecology.co.uk
Telephone: 01980 842709

Declaration | confirm that the information provided in this document is
fruthful and accurate at the time of completion.
Report author | Megan Conway BSc (Hons)

Report
reviewer

Copyright This letter is infended for the commissioning party only and should
not be copied or reproduced in any way without prior written
permission from Wessex Ecology Ltd.

This report has been prepared for the sole use of the client. Any
third party referring to this letter or relying on the information
contained herein, does so entirely at their own risk.

Whilst every effort has been made to guarantee the accuracy
of this letter, it should be noted that living creatures are capable
of migration and whilst protected species may not have been
located during the survey duration, their presence may be found
on site at a later date.

The views and opinions contained within the letter are based on
a reasonable timeframe between the completion of the survey
and the commencement of any works. If there is any delay
between the commencement of works that may conflict with
fimeframes laid out within this letter or have the potential to allow
the ingress of protected species, a suitably qualified ecologist
should be consulted.

It is the duty of care of the landowner/developer to act
responsibly and comply with current environmental legislation if
protected species are suspected or found prior to works.
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1. Ecologist’'s comments

1.1. Adjacent Woodland and Ponds

1.1.1. Asite visit was undertaken on 15th April 2026 to inspect the woodland adjacent
to the application site for ponds, as requested. No ponds or waterbodies were
present within or immediately adjacent to the woodland. The same area was
also surveyed on 7th October 2025, with no pond present at that fime. These
photos can be seen below.

ure 1. photos of the pond location on the 7th of October 2025




Figure 2. photos of the pond location on the 15t of April 2026
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A pond was referenced in the ecological assessment submitted in support of
planning application F/24/96914; however, as no waterbody has been
observed during two site visits undertaken across different seasons, this feature
is considered to have been ephemeral and is no longer present.

Given the absence of any pond, the woodland adjacent to the site does not
currently provide suitable breeding habitat for great crested newts (GCN)
therefore no HSI has been completed for the site.

The site lies within an Amber Impact Risk Zone as defined by NatureSpace.
However, as no pond is present within or adjacent to the site, and none was
identified at the location previously mapped by NatureSpace, the pathway for
GCN breeding habitat is absent.

Previous GCN records referenced within earlier assessments were noted to
have a spatial accuracy of up to 1 km. The HBIC record identified
approximately 400 m from the site may represent the same data point;
however, no pond habitat is currently present within the woodland adjacent
to the site that would support GCN breeding.
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Badgers

A survey for badgers was undertaken within the red line boundary and the
adjacent woodland habitat within 250 m of the site. No evidence of badger
activity was recorded, including setts, latrines, paths, footprints, snuffle holes, or
foraging signs.

The woodland immediately adjacent to the site is separated by a boardwalk
and road, and no badger carcasses or evidence of road-related mortality
were observed during the survey. No setts or other field signs were identified
within the woodland to the east of the site

Bat potential of Buildings on Site

The building identified within the June 2025 Preliminary Ecological Appraisal
comprises a small fimber shed with a corrugated roof. The structure is of simple
construction, in poor condition for bat roosting, and lacks suitable features such
as cracks, crevices, lifted roofing materials, or gaps that could provide
potential roosting features (PRFs).

Biodiversity Net Gain

The Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) assessment has been rerun using the February
2024 pre-clearance baseline habitat types and condition assessments as
submitted under planning application F/24/96914, in accordance with the
Statutory Biodiversity Metric. The proposed development results in a net loss of
habitat units relative to the baseline. The baseline habitat plan is shown in
Figure 1, and the post-development habitat plan is shown in Figure 2.

The statutory metric calculation demonstrates that the development will
require 0.27 habitat units to achieve the mandatory 10% Biodiversity Net Gain.
This requirement is calculated based on the post-development habitat
proposals as shown within the headline results below in Figure 3.
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Figure 1. Baseline map of the development as seen in planning application F/24/96914.
Key - UKHab 2.0 Codes

I g4 - modified grassland
I w1g - other woodland-broadleaved
B h3 - dense scrub
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Figure 2. Post development map of the development.

Key - UKHab 2.0 Codes

# 4 ul - built-up areas and gardens
I 0 ulb - developed land. sealed surface
15852 ulb5 - buildings

0 10 20m
S
1:500 @ A4




WIESSEX

ECOLOGY

Figure 3. BNG metric headline results
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