Ecology response 18 5 26 for F/25/99584 Land North of Pear Tree Cottage, Botley Road, Horton Heath, Eastleigh, SO50 7DT
Erection of 1no. 4-bedroom detached dwelling and detached garage with new vehicular access from Botley Road
Clare Martin
18/5/26
I have reviewed the update Ecology report by Wessex Ecology Ltd. (May 2026).
Biodiversity net gain
The ecology consultation responses of 15/7/25 and 3/11/25 explained that the following information is required before determination: 
An updated Statutory metric using the February 2024 pre-clearance baseline data (available in the metric submitted for F/24/96914). This must be a valid Excel metric which we can upload into our Mycelia software. This update report has included a biodiversity net gain section which has a screenshot in Figure 3 of the Headline Results of the updated Statutory Biodiversity Metric, but this is not sufficient. The completed and valid metric calculation tool (in Excel spreadsheet form) is required in line with national and EBC guidance. Please refer to the national guidance at Biodiversity net gain - GOV.UK (under a submitting a planning application) and our EBC-specific guidance at Ecology and Biodiversity Net Gain for Planning Applications. There is a checklist of what is required at validation in the EBC Biodiversity Net Gain Strategy Form which must also be submitted with the application.
The pre-development baseline map and the post-development map must be submitted as separate documents, and not only as figures in a report. 
The report shows a loss of 84.60% in area habitat units which is listed as a deficit of 0.27 biodiversity units. 
The mitigation hierarchy must be followed. 
If biodiversity net loss cannot be avoided and sufficient biodiversity net gain cannot be achieved on site within the red line boundary by the enhancement of existing habitats or the creation of new on-site habitats, the next option is to explore options for enhancements within the wider site or off-site under the same ownership. The next option would be to purchase biodiversity units, and finally, if no suitable biodiversity units were available then statutory credits can be considered.  This information is required by EBC before determination. 
Ecology
Great crested newts
The pond referenced in the ecological assessment for F/24/96914 was not visible on the last two site visits (15 April 2026 or 7 October 2025). Great crested newts are considered absent due to the lack of a breeding pond. 
Badgers
The woodland was checked for setts and signs of badgers, and no field signs were found. Badgers are considered absent. 
Bats
The building identified in the June 2025 PEA was assessed as not having suitable features for roosting bats. Foraging and commuting bats could still be using the site, so lighting must be minimised and directed away from areas that could be used by nocturnal animals. 
The precautionary working methods for reptiles, nesting birds and small mammals are still required and must be included in a CEMP, which can be conditioned. 
Surface water drainage
A surface water drainage plan supported by soil infiltration test results is required to ensure that soakaways would be appropriate for the site.  This was requested to be provided before determination in the ecology responses of 15/7/25 and 3/11/25. It has not yet been submitted.
Lisa Malter
Ecologist

