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Eastleigh Borough Council
Biodiversity Net Gain Strategy form
June 2025

Please save your copy of this form with the site address in the title, so that it can be easily identified when submitted.
To show how a development will achieve 10% Biodiversity Net Gain, complete sections 1-11 and submit this document to Eastleigh Borough Council at validation, along with the required supporting documents:

· Completed Valid Statutory Metric Excel spreadsheet, with no errors  
· Condition Assessments (if relevant to pre-development habitats)
· Pre-development baseline habitat survey report and map 
· Post-development habitat map and proposed landscape plan
· Baseline and post development habitat map shapefiles (if available, for monitoring significant habitat for 30 years)
· A draft Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan

The checklist of documents submitted in section 10 has spaces for you to add any additional notes and information. 
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[bookmark: _Toc200366585]1. Submission details

	1.1 Date: 

	21/05/26

	1.2 Planning application reference number (to be filled in when known)

	F/25/99584

	1.3 Development site address: 
If no address, enter the OS grid reference: 

	Land North of Pear Tree Cottage, Botley Road, Horton Heath, Eastleigh, SO50 7DT, Eastleigh, SO50 7DT

	1.4  Description of development and any changes of use (250 words max.)


	Erection of 1no. 4 bedroom detached dwelling and detached garage with new vehicular access from Botley Road




[bookmark: _Toc200366586]2. Responsible person details: Who is responsible for completing this biodiversity net gain strategy and how are you qualified to do this?  
For example, are you an ecological consultant, a landscape architect or a planning agent?

	2.1 Responsible person name:

	Ashleigh Cairns & Darrelle Moffat

	2.2 Job title and qualifications of person completing this form:

	Ecological consultants

	2.3 Company name:

	Wessex Ecology Ltd (formally Daniel Ahern Ecology Ltd) 

	2.4 Address:

	Home Farm House, Tidworth, SP9 7BE
Email: info@danielahernecology.co.uk

	2.5 Telephone number:

	01980 842709

	2.6 Email address:

	info@wessexecology.co.uk

	2.7 Declaration: By completing this declaration, you confirm that the information you give is complete and correct. Any opinions are your genuine opinions. 


	Date:     21/05/26

	Name: ACairns



[bookmark: _Toc200366587]3. Biodiversity Net Gain Strategy
	3.1 Is the relevant date for the pre-development biodiversity value the same date as the planning application?

	No

	3.2 If no, what earlier date did you agree with the LPA?
[bookmark: _Hlk157779885]This would apply if the habitat value at the time of application was lower than before the application was submitted. If habitat is cleared before an application is submitted, the baseline habitat value of the site will be taken to be its biodiversity value immediately before the carrying on of the activities, back to 30 January 2020, as per Schedule 14 of the Environment Act 2021. In the absence of any information to the contrary, the habitat will be assumed to have been in good condition.

	Pre-development biodiversity value date agreed: 22nd November 2023.

This date was the last assessment carried out (by Ecosupport Ltd) prior to the site being cleared. As it was carried out by suitably qualified ecologists according to condition assessment criteria, it is considered the most accurate to base the prior conditions from.

	3.3 Explain how you have met the guidance on what counts towards 10% BNG?

	The development will require 0.27 habitat units to achieve the mandatory 10% Biodiversity Net Gain.

	3.4 How will you avoid or minimise impacts to habitats on site (including irreplaceable habitats)? Tell us about the steps you plan to take.

	No irreplaceable habitats on site. The site was cleared prior to the site visit by Daniel Ahern Ecology in 2025. The baseline habitats from Ecosupport in 2023 from a previous application was used. 

	3.5 Did you use your local nature recovery strategy (LNRS) or other specified strategies to inform the strategic significance of habitats?

	Yes



	3.6 How will you achieve the target net gain percentage? 
	List percentages for all that apply.   
On-site: 
Off-site: all will require offsite gains as there is a loss on-site.                   



	3.7 Are any of your post development on-site habitats considered ‘significant’?

Significant Habitat is defined by EBC as: 
· All on-site creation and retention of habitats of medium or higher distinctiveness
· Any on-site enhancement where:  
· The resulting habitat has medium or higher distinctiveness 
· The habitat’s condition or distinctiveness is increasing 
· All off-site habitats 


	No


	3.8 If yes, tell us about the significant on-site habitat, including how you plan to secure the habitat for 30 years (S106 or Conservation Covenant).

	

	3.9 Explain how the Biodiversity Net Gain Hierarchy has been used to consider on-site net gain. 

	Avoid, Minimise, Restore: Habitat was cleared prior to the site visit in 2025. To develop the site, habitat loss could not be avoided, minimised or restored on site.
Offset: 0.27 habitat units are required to achieve the mandatory 10% Biodiversity Net Gain.

	3.10 Do you need off-site biodiversity units to achieve 10% biodiversity net gain?

	Yes
                       



	3.11 If yes, how many units of each habitat type would be needed:    

	0.27 area habitat units total. To meet trading rules, the following are required:
· 0.02 units of medium distinctiveness heathland and shrub or a higher distinctiveness habitat 

· 0.22 units of medium distinctiveness woodland and forest or a higher distinctiveness habitat

The remainder can be any habitat.

	3.12 If you need to use off-site biodiversity units, explain why:

	All habitats have been removed on site and in order to develop the site, BNG cannot be achieved on site.

	3.13 If you need to use statutory biodiversity credits, explain why: 

	N/A

	3.14 Have you submitted a Draft Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) to demonstrate that proposed enhancements will be deliverable, and how they will be implemented, managed, maintained, monitored and funded for a minimum of 30 years. 

The detailed HMMP will be conditioned. 

Send your completed Draft HMMP to the LPA.

	No 




	3.15 Send your completed Valid Statutory Biodiversity Metric Excel Spreadsheet to the LPA.

	Enter the specific file name for the spreadsheet here:5838.1 The_Statutory_Metric_Macro_Enabled_1.0.4.xlsm

	3.16 Send your completed Condition Assessments to the LPA.

	Enter the specific file name(s) for the Condition Assessments here: 5838.1 BNG Condition Assessment

	3.17 Send your Baseline habitat survey report to the LPA. 
	Enter the specific file name for the baseline habitat survey report here: 5838.5 Land North of Pear Cottage ecological walkover report



	3.18 Send your Baseline habitat map and shapefile (if available) to the LPA.
	Enter the specific file name for the baseline habitat map and shapefile here: 5838.1 UKHAB.shp



	3.19 Send your proposed post-development habitat map, shapefile (if available) and landscape plan to the LPA.


	Enter the specific file name(s) for the post-development habitat map, shapefile and landscape plan here: 5838.1 Post Development.shp




	3.20 Demonstrate how the post-development plan shows habitat connectivity within the site and with adjacent habitats. 

Also demonstrate how this integrates with SuDS (if applicable). 

	

	3.21 Does the baseline habitat survey include any habitat degradation? (see 4.1 and 4.2)   

	Yes, at the time of Wessex Ecology’s survey the site had been cleared. For that reason the previous 2023 survey information by Ecosupport Ltd has been used.






[bookmark: _Toc200366588]4. Irreplaceable habitats
	4.1 Would the development impact any irreplaceable habitats? 

	No

	4.2 If yes, tell us if you have proposed or submitted a compensation plan:

	




[bookmark: _Toc200366589]5. On-site habitat 
Answer this section if your development includes on-site habitat enhancement, creation and/or retention. 

	5.1 Survey date

	22nd February 2023 (baseline habitat used from previous application)

	5.2 Explain if there were any survey constraints: 
For example, access, weather, or seasonal constraints

	Although the survey was taken outside the optimum timing for the identification of botanical interest,
it was considered that the majority of species present could be suitably identified; this was therefore
not considered to represent a significant limitation to the overall assessment. This survey does not
constitute a full site assessment for invasive species, such as Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia japonica).

	5.3 Total pre-development biodiversity value from the headline results of the Statutory Biodiversity Metric

	Area habitat biodiversity units: 0.28
	Hedgerow biodiversity units: 0.00 

	Watercourse biodiversity units: 0.00 


	5.4 Total post- development biodiversity value from the headline results of the Statutory Biodiversity Metric

	Area habitat biodiversity units: 0.04

	Hedgerow biodiversity units: 0.00 

	Watercourse biodiversity units: 0.00


	5.5 Total net change in biodiversity units from the headline results of the Statutory Biodiversity Metric


	[bookmark: _Hlk182930858]Area habitat biodiversity units: -0.24


	[bookmark: _Hlk182930883]Hedgerow biodiversity units: 0.00


	[bookmark: _Hlk182930906]Watercourse biodiversity units: 0.00


	
	Area habitat biodiversity units % change: -84.60%

	Hedgerow biodiversity units % change: 0.00%


	Watercourse biodiversity units % change:
0.00%

	5.6 Will you register and allocate any biodiversity units from your site to other developments? 

	No

	5.7 If yes, provide details of the number of units and the location of the development(s).

	




[bookmark: _Toc200366590]6. Off-site Habitat 

Answer this section if your development includes off-site habitat interventions.

	6.1 Tell us about the off-site habitat interventions. Include whether you’re planning to deliver this on land under the same ownership or by purchasing biodiversity units.

	Units will be purchased through a registered offsite provider

	6.2 How will you secure the off-site habitat interventions? Tell us whether you propose to use an S106 or a conservation covenant.

	N/A

	6.3 Total off-site baseline/pre-development biodiversity value from the headline results of the Statutory Biodiversity Metric

	Area habitat biodiversity units: 

	Hedgerow biodiversity units:

	Watercourse biodiversity units:

	6.4 Total off-site biodiversity value post-intervention

	Area habitat biodiversity units: 

	Hedgerow biodiversity units: 

	Watercourse biodiversity units: 


	6.5 Total off-site 
net change in biodiversity units from the headline results of the Statutory Biodiversity Metric


	Area habitat biodiversity units: 


	Hedgerow biodiversity units: 

	Watercourse biodiversity units: 


	
	Area habitat biodiversity units % change:

	Hedgerow biodiversity units % change:

	Watercourse biodiversity units % change:





[bookmark: _Toc200366591]7. Statutory biodiversity credits 
	7.1 Do you need to use statutory biodiversity credits?  
(see 4.12)
	No

	7.2 How many statutory biodiversity credits do you need?
	

	7.3 Tell us the unit shortfall by tier, including the spatial risk multiplier. Enter the number from the headline results in your statutory biodiversity metric calculation:
	A1 -

	A2
	A3

	
	A4

	A5
	

	
	Hedgerow H
	Watercourse W
	

	7.4 What evidence is there that no units are available through the market? Include messages from at least three habitat providers or a search result from online registers. 

	




[bookmark: _Toc200366592]8. Trading summary

	8.1 Distinctiveness group Tell us if you met the BNG trading rules on habitat compensation for each distinctiveness group. 
	Very high:


	
	High:


	
	Medium:


	
	Low


	8.2 If you did not meet the trading rules, tell us how you intend to agree bespoke habitat compensation. Check the rules on habitat compensation in the Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide. 

	



[bookmark: _Toc200366593]9. Sharing data 
	9.1 Will you share your ecological survey data with the Hampshire Biological Records Centre (HBIC) or other bodies?  
	Yes





[bookmark: _Toc200366594]10. Checklist of documents submitted
	Document
	Date submitted
	Notes/ Additional Information

	This completed BNG Strategy form

	
	

	Valid Statutory Biodiversity Metric Excel Spreadsheet

	
	

	Condition Assessments

	
	

	Baseline habitat survey report

	
	

	Baseline habitat map

	
	

	Baseline habitat map shapefile (if available)

	
	

	Post-development habitat map
	
	

	Post-development landscape plan

	
	

	Post-development habitat map shapefile (if available)

	
	

	Draft Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) or alternative
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