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Mr Doswell 
Sholing Football Club 
The Mortgage Decisions Stadium 
Portsmouth Rd  
Southampton 
SO19 9PW 
 
  Our Ref:  251703 - Let 1 

 
22 June 2026 

Dear Mr Doswell 

  

Re: Tree issues at Sholing Football Club, Portsmouth Rd, Southampton 

 

I write with regard to my ongoing involvement with the above project.  Most recently, I was asked to return to 

site to survey additional trees, review revised proposals for drainage discharging into the existing stream to the 

north of the site and provide brief comments on any arboricultural implications in the form of an addendum to 

my earlier tree report (ecourban reference '251703 - AIA 3'). 

 

For this purpose, I was provided with an updated topographical survey (drawing reference 'Sholing Football Club 

- Survey REV B') together with a proposed drainage layout (drawing reference 424986- 

200P4_201P4_202P3_203P2_204P3_210P4’).  Attached is my drawing (ecourban reference 'ECO 7'), which shows 

the updated tree survey information superimposed onto the revised survey and drainage proposals. 

 

The proposed drainage route is shown passing beneath hedge H3.  This hedge is relatively young and it is 

considered feasible either to temporarily remove a short section of hedge and subsequently reinstate it following 

installation of the drainage pipework, or alternatively to terminate trench excavation adjacent to the hedge and 

install a short section of pipe beneath it using a suitable trenchless technique.  Either approach should help 

minimise disturbance to tree roots while allowing the pipework to be positioned below the principal hedge 

rooting zone. 

 

Earlier iterations of the drainage design showed pipework located in close proximity to trees along the western 

site boundary.  The alignment has since been amended such that the pipework now lies outside the Root 

Protection Areas (RPAs) of these trees.  However, the revised route passes through a group of recently planted 

trees to the north.  Given their size and spacing, it is considered likely that a suitable alignment can be achieved 

through this area without necessitating tree removal. 
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A short section of pipework would, however, be required within the RPAs of trees G12-5 and G12-9 before 

discharging into the stream on the northern boundary.  Subject to appropriate arboricultural supervision, 

excavation within these areas could be undertaken with the objective of retaining and working around significant 

roots wherever practicable. Should root pruning prove necessary, roots could be cut back to suitable live growth 

points using sharp hand-operated tools, such as bypass secateurs or a handsaw, in accordance with accepted 

arboricultural practice. 

 

I trust the above information is helpful. However, please do not hesitate to contact me should you wish to discuss 

any of the points raised. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Barrie Draper BSc (Hons) Arb  TechCert(ArborA)  CertArb(RFS) 

Arboricultural Consultant 
 

Attached: 1:  Drawing ‘ECO 7’ 
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SW-IC 19 (600mm Ø)
CL 33.850
IL -33.300

100Ø @ 1:80

Hydro-Brake vortex flow control chamber.
CTL-SHE-0071-2000-0710-2000

Flow to be limited to 2.0 l/s
0.710m Design Head
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FOREBAY

Granular bund within basin to form a
forebay area. Forebay area is to provide

sediment filtration to the surface water
prior to it entering the main detension

basin area

DETENTION BASIN
IL (IN) - 32.790
IL (OUT) - 32.790
BASE - 32.790
TOP OF BANK - 33.800
TOP OF WATER - 33.500
Freeboard = 0.300m
27.5m long x 18.0m wide (varies)
 x 1.01m deep
Total plan area = 440m²
Basin Volume = 340m3

(218m3 at 1-in-100 year + CC storm event)

Piped network from SW-IC 12 to the ditch
headwall does not achieve self-cleansing

due to the shallow gradient of the pipe.
Therefore, a specific maintenance regime

shall be implemented as to negate the risk
of pipe blockages due to sediment / debris

build-up. Such maintenance taks shall
include regular inspections and de-silting

as necessary

Discharge into existing ditch via Concrete
Bagwork Headwall, to HCC OWC

approval.
Assumed some de-silting of the ditch will

be required.
Pipe IL at Headwall: 32.045

SW-IC 15 (1050mm 
Ø)
CL 33.800
IL 32.095

SW-IC15 has been located outside of any
tree RPA's. The pipe from SW-IC15 to the
ditch headwall is to be hand-dug under the

supervision of an arboriculturalist.
Refer to the latest Arboricultural

information.
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SCALE: 1:250 @ A0ECO 7 - UPDATED TREE CONSTRAINTS AND DRAINAGE FOR SHOLING FOOTBALL CLUB, PORTSMOUTH ROAD, SOUTHAMPTON
COMPOSITE PLAN:

LAND SURVEY AND DEVELOPMENT IN GREY,
WITH DRAINAGE IN BLUE
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This drawing was originally produced in colour, therefore any
subsequent monochrome photocopies may not show appropriate levels
of detail and should not be relied upon for the purposes of dealing with

site tree issues

Root Protection Areas (RPAs): Below ground tree constraints 
for retained Category B and C trees based on BS 5837 guidance 

BS Category C:  Trees 
of low quality 

Tree ID No.
Tree species
DBH: Diameter (cm) at 1.5m

* indicates estimate
Lgst. = Largest stem diameter in group
Avg. = Average stem diameter in group

BS Category B:  Trees 
of moderate quality 

Tree ID No.
Tree species
DBH: Diameter (cm) at 1.5m

* indicates estimate
Lgst. = Largest stem diameter in group
Avg. = Average stem diameter in group

BS Category U:  Trees 
unsuitable for retention

Tree ID No.
Tree species
DBH: Diameter (cm) at 1.5m

* indicates estimate
Lgst. = Largest stem diameter in group
Avg. = Average stem diameter in group


