F/26/101703 – Oakmount House, Oakmount Road, Chandlers
                        Ford, SO53 2LH.

Context.
This building is particularly prominent in the most central position at the heart of Chandlers Ford, situated on the corner of the main road junction with Oakmount Road, with a commanding view of both Winchester Street and Oakmount Road together with the Fryern Centre on the opposite side of Winchester Street.

Built as a commercial office block in brick with Lloyds bank on the ground floor, it was the tallest building in the vicinity and clearly seen on three sides including that facing its car park, which although the rear from Winchester Street is a side from Oakmount Road and is clearly visible as one proceeds along Oakmount Road toward the junction from as far back as the entrance to Waitrose customer car park approximately 90m away.

Not only is this elevation clearly visible from Oakmount Road but it faces the end elevation and a pedestrian entrance to Chandlers Ford Library which is a Grade ll listed building and therefore has a detrimental affect on the setting of this designated heritage asset.

The Proposal.
In planning permission F/24/97213 it was agreed that the bright shiny tubular extract duct be hidden in a rectangular cladding to match that of the rooftop tank room which never materialised, leaving this dreadful carbuncle to impair the setting of a the only designated heritage asset in the middle of Chandlers Ford. 

The claim made by the installers that the proposed rectangular cladding would have a negative impact on the performance and maintenance of the duct is questionable, particularly as virtually all ducts one sees deteriorate and look even worse with time, often with rust, until removed.  ‘Fitted and forgotten’ appears to be the mantra, apart from the fan unit.

While there was a proposal to change the ducting for a self-coloured version, it now appears to be a decoration scheme to match the other cladding.  This will no doubt need to be a specialist coating on a well prepared surface in order to remain in situ and not start coming off and looking tatty.

Conclusion.
Without the evident will to pursue the previously approved scheme, this is a second best solution that will at least be an improvement on the existing situation.

28.07.2026.
Tim J S Dyer, B.Sc.,Dip.Arch.(Birm), Grad.Dip.Conservation(AA), RIBA.  Built Heritage Consultant. 
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