Ecology response 9 9 26 for F/26/100809 The Orchard, 5 Westgate Mews, Kenilworth
Gardens, Southampton, SO30 3RE

Construction of 8No. detached dwellings with associated amenity space, parking and
landscaping

Gary Osmond

9/9/26

| have reviewed the following documents submitted in August 2026 for appeal:
The Statutory Biodiversity Metric by Ecosupport (3rd March 2026, Iteration 3)
BNG Habitat Management & Monitoring Plan by Ecosupport (March 2026)
Landscape Plan by The Landscape Service (July 2026)

Biodiversity net gain

The updated Biodiversity Metric is based on a total site area of 0.44 ha which still does not
accord with the site area of 0.5 ha listed on the application form. This is a difference of 0.06
ha or 600 square metres. For comparison, a standard basketball court is approximately 420
square metres.

The Appeal Statement by Ken Parke Planning Associates states in section 2.1 that the site
extends to approximately 0.5 hectares. The area used to calculate the July 2025 version of
the metric (submitted in January 2026) was 0.45 ha. The area used to calculate the metric
must be accurate and include all of the site area. This discrepancy must be explained and
rectified before an accurate calculation of BNG units can be made. Both on-site and off-site
BNG have been proposed but the metric can only be accepted once it does not contain any
errors. The number and types of off-site biodiversity units to be purchased will depend on
having an accurate site area.

Mycelia software has identified the following errors in the latest metric.

o The net gain for area habitats is -37.34%. It must be at least 10.0%.

e There are net losses of Medium distinctiveness area habitats in 2 broad habitat
groups, and too few gains at higher distinctiveness categories to offset these losses.
The broad habitat groups concerned are:

o Individual trees, which loses 0.59 BU, from “Individual trees - Urban tree”
(1.61 BU pre-intervention, and 1.02 BU post-intervention, so a loss of 0.59
BU)

o Heathland and shrub, which loses 0.012 BU, from “Heathland and shrub -
Bramble scrub” (0.012 BU pre-intervention, and 0.0 BU post-intervention,
so a loss of 0.012 BU)

e There are too many net losses of Low distinctiveness area habitats, and too few gains
at higher distinctiveness categories to offset these losses. The net change of Low
distinctiveness area habitats is -0.4 BU.



The applicant is reminded that the Eastleigh Borough Council Ecology and Biodiversity
requirements are listed on our webpage Ecology and Biodiversity Net Gain for Planning
Applications, with a checklist of what is required in the EBC Biodiversity Net Gain Strategy
Form. The information provided does not yet conform to what we require.

Ecological enhancements for protected species have now been shown on the Landscape
Plan.

The bat bricks and bird bricks are located on appropriate elevations, with the bat bricks away
from the front doors where there are likely to be exterior lights. Bollard lighting is shown
along the roadways. Homeowners must be advised that any exterior lighting added to the
rear of the house or along the pathways must avoid illuminating the bat bricks.

The enhancements for hedgehogs are also appropriate. Homeowners must be advised that
the hedgehog holes must not be obstructed.

Wildflower seed mix is shown in green in some areas on the landscape plan, but it is not
clearly distinguishable from hedging which is also shown in the same colour green.

Lisa Malter

Ecologist



