Memorandum
	From:	Pollution Control	
 
	To: Development Management

	Author: Yacklin Panza
	FAO: Dawn Errington
 

	Our Ref: PR202312-102525
	Your Ref: F/23/96527


 
Date: 26 January 2024
Site Address: land between Allington Manor Farm, Roddington Forge & Chalcroft Farm, Allington Lane, West End, SO30 2HU
Proposal: Development of Solar Farm and Battery Storage with combined maximum grid export capacity of 27 MW, including solar panels, containerised battery storage, security fencing, CCTV cameras, internal access tracks, underground cabling, inverters, substations, grid connection, environmental enhancement measures and other ancillary development.
Thank you for consulting this Service on the above application. We have reviewed the information provided and wish to make the following comments:
Air quality
It is considered that the impacts on air quality from the proposed solar farm are negligible. No further comments on this specific matter.
Contaminated land
The application is supported by ‘Contaminated land assessment. Allington Lane Solar Farm & Battery’ report produced by Locogen Consultants, dated 15/11/2023, version 1.0.
The report indicates the site currently comprises unused agricultural land and has not been historically developed. Potential sources of contamination identified in the report are localized areas of made ground and fly-tipping, Japanese Knotweed (which it is stated that will be addressed by a suitable qualified contractor), and the railway that bisects the site. The preliminary risk assessment indicates low to moderate risk for humans from metals, hydrocarbons, PAH and asbestos within the made ground; and low risk for surface and groundwaters. The solar farm will involve excavations within 0.6m to 1.0m below ground level for underground cabling and battery storage to the south of the site (including 16 battery storage containers alongside 1 transformer housing and a HV substation and control building). Section 6 of the report states that no further investigation is required as receptors (construction and maintenance staff) will have minimal exposure to any potential sources. However, in the event of unexpected contamination, the report indicates that samples should be collected, and subsequent risk assessment and remediation strategy may be required.
We agree with the findings of the report and recommend the following conditions for contaminated land:
() A watching brief should be followed at all times during construction works and confirmation of this shall be submitted to by the Local Planning Authority (LPA) prior to completion. In the event that previously unidentified contamination is found during the watching brief it must be immediately reported to the Local Planning Authority. Work shall then cease until an investigation and risk assessment, and where required a remediation scheme, has been submitted to and approved in writing by the LPA. Where a remediation scheme is required by the LPA, the development shall not be brought into use until a verification report for the remediation work has been submitted to and approved in writing by the LPA. All works shall be undertaken by a competent person in accordance with best practice as outlined in BS10175:2011+A2:2017 and LCRM. 
Reason: To minimize the risk from land contamination.
() No development shall commence until a detailed method statement for either the removal or the long-term management / control of Japanese Knotweed on the site has been submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning authority. The method statement shall include proposed measures that will be used to prevent the spread of Japanese Knotweed during any operations e.g. spraying and/or injection or soil movement. Development shall proceed in accordance with the approved method statement. 
Reason: To prevent the spread of Japanese Knotweed which is an invasive species.

Noise
Comments on noise will be provided separately.

Should you wish to discuss the matters raised here, I shall of course be pleased to do so.
Yours Sincerely,
 
Yacklin Panza
Pollution Control Specialist 
