H/24/96692 – 15 Crowsport, Hamble-le-Rice, SO31 4HG.

Context.
This Art Deco estate included in the Hamble Conservation Area since 2008 has a limited architectural language as these were simple dwellings provided for the crew of large racing yachts in the 1930’s. This essence is why these heritage assets are included in the conservation area and we need to be careful not to lose sight of its origins or dilute its character.  

Most of the buildings have been extended and modified over the years to a greater or lesser level of success.  Unfortunately it would appear that some of those to no 15 fall into the latter category – the overhang of the flat roof for example is out of character and some of the fenestration too.  This one has been extensively extended both prior to 2007 and since, it would appear.

The Proposal.
The current proposal is to add a first floor well within the 50% limit and all set well back from the ground floor perimeter, together with a small extension to the southern end of the building.  This form of first floor extension will seem less than the actuality which is good and the reversion from the existing overhanging roof to the original parapets is to be welcomed, as is the reversion to grey framed windows. 

Conclusion.  
This building has already lost a lot of its original identity with the multiple extensions and overhanging roof, so although not entirely a return to its initial form, these changes are far more in character than the existing format so it is therefore more in keeping with the architectural character of the estate and its concept.  No objection.

07.02.2024.

Tim J S Dyer, B.Sc.,Dip.Arch.(Birm), Grad.Dip.Conservation(AA), RIBA.
Built Heritage Consultant. 
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