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The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017  
 

 

Hazel Dormice – Method Statement template to  
support a licence application 
 
The Method Statement will be used to determine the impact of the proposal 
on the favourable conservation status (FCS) of the species concerned 
(Regulation 55(9)(b)).  
You are strongly advised to refer to the Dormouse Conservation Handbook. 
Please use recent photographs to support your application. 

 

  
Wildlife Licensing  

Natural England 
Horizon House 
Deanery Road 
Bristol 

BS1 5AH. 
T. 020802 61089  

 

 

Important advice: 

The format below must be used. Please enter text below each heading keeping information as concise as possible. 

 

All maps/figures that will become part of any dormouse licence granted must be submitted as separate documents 
(with the site name and date included on the map/figure. See section I for list – all others may be included within the 
Method Statement document (e.g. survey maps/figures) if preferred).  

 

A separate Work Schedule must also be submitted on form WML-A35a-E5a&b to accompany the Method Statement. 

 

A Executive summary 

Provide an overview (no more than 1 side of A4) of what works are proposed and how the impacts identified will 
be addressed in order to ensure no detriment to the maintenance of the population at a favourable conservation 
status.  

Planning permission was granted by Eastleigh Borough Council for the creation of a new open space and the construction 

of 680 new dwellings, to the  Land  North West of Winchester Road, Boorley Green  SO30 2UL (centered on OS grid 

reference SU501941486).  

 

To allow for the working area to be free from constraints, a small area within the hedgerow will require removal. A licence 

is required after a dormouse hibernation nest was spotted whilst undertaking precautionary working methodology during 

a single staged clearance. 

The works will involve the removal of approximately 0.15ha of hedgerow/treeline to create the new access (accounting for 

visibility splays as well). 

 

 The permanent loss of approximately 0.15ha of habitat will be compensated for through the reinforcement of the existing 

hedgerows / tree lines on-site (focused along the northern boundary). Species that will be included within all planting 

areas for Dormice on site will include (reflective of those found on-site and in the wider area):  

 

● Hazel (Corylus avellana) 

● Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) 

● Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) 

● Holly (Illex aquifolium)  

● Wild Privet (Ligustrum vulgare), and climbers such as 

● Dog Rose (Rosa canina) and Honeysuckle (Lonicera periclymenum). 

● Alder Buckthorn (Frangula alnus) 

● Common Broom (Cytisu s scoparius)  
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● Field Maple (Acer campastre) 

● Guelder Rose (Viburnum opulus) 

● Wayfaring Tree (Viburnum lantana) 

 

 

B Introduction 

 
B1 Background to activity/development:  

Include a brief summary of: 

• Why the activity and a licence are necessary (e.g. site preparation for a new housing development will 
remove hedgerows which dormice are known to nest in; the installation of an underground pipeline will 
require the removal of sections of hedgerow used by dormice; blocks of woodland inhabited by dormice 
will be removed for construction of the proposed road scheme).   

 Site preparation works for new access roads will require the removal of 800m2  section of hedgerows located  along the 
western hedgerows towards Shamblehurst Lane. 
 

• Include the site/project name and provide an OS grid reference to 8 figures (e.g. format AB 12345678). 

Land North of Hedge End, Botley , Hampshire, SO32 2RR,  (SU50311483).  

 

• Include current status of planning permission (if applicable) e.g. full planning permission with all 
relevant wildlife conditions discharged; permitted development; demolition with prior notification of 
demolition issues resolved. 

Outline planning permission was granted under planning reference number O/15/75953. Reserved matters 

permission was then granted for three separate phases under RM/17/81628, RM/18/84466, and RM/19/86658. 
 
Construction has commenced on all phases and all wildlife-realted conditions have been discharged. 

 

 

B2 Relationship with other nearby development and cumulative impacts 

B2.1 Is the current application part of a larger development project? For example, is it part of a phased or 
multi-plot housing development that will require more than one dormouse licence?  Enter Yes, No or N/A in 
the text box below.  If yes, note a separate master plan document will be required. 

No 

 

Important Advice: If yes to the above, please note that sections in this Method Statement on impact assessment 
and mitigation measures must explicitly relate only to impacts from the works currently proposed.  

A project-wide master plan must detail the overall impact assessment and mitigation and explain where, 
and why, each of the dormouse licences will be required.  The master plan must be included as a separate 
document to this application. The separate master plan is expected to take due regard of the overall project to 
ensure that in-combination effects are considered, and mitigation and compensation measures are both sufficient 
and coherent.  

 

If the current development is part of a larger development project, summarise very briefly here how the 
current application relates to the larger project and how the in-combination effects are considered and 
mitigation/compensation is sufficient. 

Dormouse licence is for all 3 stages under outline permission O/15/75953. 

 

Important Advice: to accompany this Method Statement also include Figure. B2.1 for a Master plan 
overview - and see section I "Map checklist" at the end of this document. 

 

B2.2 Apart from any mention in B2.1, please inform us of any past or future development or other projects 
(in the last 5 years or next 5 years) in the vicinity which may have significantly impacted or are likely to 
significantly impact on the same population/s of dormice as this application.  You must make reasonable 
efforts to establish this, including discussions with your client and the Local Planning Authority – stating 
below what you undertook.  A brief summary of the project/s should be provided including the site name 
and location, dates and if known the licence reference number(s). 

 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/WML-G11_tcm6-9930.pdf
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Please note we are not expecting details of every licence/planning permission issued within the vicinity of the site – we 
are only concerned with projects that have the potential to significantly impact or have impacted on same population of 
dormice. Note: Natural England is aiming to make available licensing records from the last 5 years publically available. 

A search for local granted Natural England Dormouse mitigation licences on Magic Maps within 2km returned 1 results 
located 1km east of the site. This is for the nearby Boorley Park housing development to the north east of Winchester 

Road (licence reference numbers 2014-6322-EPS-MIT-1 and 2014-6322-EPS-MIT). Considering the close proximity of 
this development, and the presence of mature trees providing natural bridges over Winchester Road, it is considered likely 
this will be impacting the same population of Dormice. Despite this, these works were completed under licence and would 
have been mitigated and compensated for accordingly. 

 

Important Advice: locations of other dormice mitigation sites in relation to this proposal must be shown on 
Figure B2.2. 

 

C Survey and site assessment (also see section 3 of the Dormouse Conservation Handbook) 

 
C1 Pre-existing information on dormice at the survey site:  

Please undertake a historical data search within a 1km search radius and provide a summary of the results 
of this search. For example, records from local environmental records centres, local dormice/wildlife groups 
and previous survey work undertaken at the site is all relevant. 

• Should no historical records be found from your search please state this – and specify what 
searches you undertook.  

• Note that you must not include records from National Biodiversity Network (NBN) without first 
obtaining written permission from the relevant Data Provider. 

 

Please see the above information on local Natural England Dormouse mitigation licence applications. 
 
A total of 2 local records of Hazel Dormice were found following a search of the National Biodiversity Network 
Atlas as part of the National Dormouse Data base (permission obtained from PTES who hold the records) to the 
north east of Boorley Green. 
 
No local records of Hazel Dormice were identified on the Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre data 
request submitted as part of the planning application. 
 

 
C2 Status of the dormouse population: Briefly detail conservation status at the local, county and regional 

levels. Please complete the following table, justifying your assessment.  If the status is unknown then 
please enter ‘unknown’. 

 

Conservation status assessment  

Local County Regional 

 There was a max count of 1 hibernation 

Dormouse nest. This suggests the 

presence of a population within the 

development site and all hedgerows 

and scrub were therefore assumed to 

be part of the local population habitat. 

The site as a whole was therefore 

considered to be of County value for 

Dormice due to the national rarity of 

the species. Dormice are however 

relatively common and widespread 

within Hampshire and have been 

recorded in suitable habitat across the 

county. 

 

 

C3 Survey summary: Please provide a brief summary of the survey undertaken. If standard survey effort was 
not undertaken please justify why. 

A nest tube survey had been set up on-site and in the wider area within client ownership during June 2017. A total of 50 



WML-A35.3 (05/22) 4 

tubes were placed within all suitable habitats found on site and the surrounding area at approximately 20 m intervals as 

per Bright et al., (2006).  The tubes were checked monthly from May 2017 through until September 2017 to try and 

ascertain if there is any breeding taking place on-site. 

 

No evidence of Dormice was found on-site. However, during clearance works completed under a RAMS for Dormice in 

May 2022 one hibernation nest was discovered. 

 
 
C4 Site/habitat description: Please provide: 
 

• A brief description of the site including: 
o Total size of the development site (ha) (most often within the red line planning boundary) 
o A breakdown of the different habitat types the site is comprised of (ha of each habitat type 

present) – i.e. regardless of their value to dormice 
o An indication of the habitat types on site with potential value to dormice (e.g. 4 ha habitat of 

ancient woodland, 400m of coppiced hedgerow; 1ha of scrub, etc), differentiating between 
those surveyed and not surveyed, with an explanation why.   

Ensure habitat types are referenced and consistently indicated on relevant figures and tables.

The total area of the development site is roughly 43.4ha. 
 
The following habitat types are present on the development site: 
 

Habitat Type Area Value to Dormice Surveyed 

Modified Grassland  36.7ha Negligible N- unsuitable 

Hedgerow  4.5ha  High Y 

Woodland 1.8ha High Y 

Scrub 0.4ha  Moderate Y 

 
The hedgerows running along the sites boundary are key habitat of value for Dormice on site. 

 

• A description of adjacent areas/offsite habitats, specifying any relevance to dormice, including 
descriptions of habitat/s relevant to dormice connectivity to and from the site. 

The western boundary hedgerow is   connected up to the railway, offering a great dispersal corridor into the wider 

landscape. The hedgerow subsequently links up to wider areas of woodland in the local landscape, thus acting as an 

important dispersal route for dormice to freely move between habitats in the wider landscape linking up otherwise 

isolated blocks of woodland.  

 

• Please also include annotated (cross reference the habitats) and dated photographs as these are very 
useful as an assessment aid. These can be inserted below or submitted as a separate (referenced) 
document. 

 
 
C5 Field survey(s):  See requirement for location map (C5a) and survey area (C5b) in Checklist I. 
 
Please complete the following tables and add additional lines where necessary.  Please enter ‘N/A’ if the table is 
not applicable to your survey: 
 
 

Dates survey undertaken 
 
(e.g. format 01/06/13 to 15/10/13) 

Survey method  
(e.g. tubes/nest boxes; nut searches; other – please specify) 

22/05/2017 to 16/09/2017 Nest Tubes 

Comments (include # of tubes/boxes and date of first installation/quadrats/other field signs etc):   

A total of 50 tubes were erected within suitable habitats for Dormice in May 2017. 

  
Comments:   

  
Comments:  
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Comments:   
  
Comments:   

 
Please provide surveyors names (including Class Licence registration number if applicable).

Survey conducted by Sophie Hughes Licence number 2016-26788-CLS-CLS 

 
 
 
Please explain any constraints on the survey/s undertaken (time of year, cold weather, refused access, 
safety issues preventing access etc – justify as necessary and include evidence where required). If access was 
refused please provide evidence (letter/email) to demonstrate this.  

No constraints identified 
 

Please confirm (Yes, No, N/A) that a walk over survey/check has been carried out within 3 months prior 
to application submission to ensure that conditions have not changed since the most recent survey was 
undertaken.  If ‘yes’ – provide the date/s undertaken and details of any changes to conditions and habitats on 
site since the surveys were undertaken. If no walk-over survey/check has been undertaken please explain why.  

Yes Katalin-Anett Balazs  of Ecosupport Ltd undertook an updated site walkover on the 21/06/2022. The habitats on-site 

were considered to be broadly similar to those identified within the existing reports for the site. 

  
 
C6 Survey results: Summarise your findings in the tables below and cross reference to Figure C6 (which 

must also include locations of positive field signs – see Checklist I). If you did not undertake a specific 
survey type please add N/A to the relevant table/s. 

 
When completing “Findings” include reference to direct observations, presence of field signs, etc.   

 
Nest tubes & nest box check results 

Date (e.g. format 01/06/14 to 
15/10/14) 

Evidence (Yes / No) 

05/05/17 to 11/09/17  
Findings: No evidence 

  
Findings:   
  
Findings:  

  
Findings:  

 

 
Provide further (brief) comments/explanation if required:

 
 

 
Nut search results 

Date (e.g. format 01/06/14) Quadrat site 

  

Findings (include % of nuts opened by dormice):     

  

Findings:       

  

Findings:   

  

Findings:     

  

Findings:     

  
Findings:    
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Provide further (brief) comments/explanation if required: 

 
 

C7 Interpretation/evaluation of survey results: 
 

Guidance: Natural England advises that caution is taken when interpreting the results of dormice nest tube 
surveys; a common misconception is that nest tube surveys provide accurate dormice distribution data. 
However, usage of nest tubes by dormice is patchy and depends on a whole range of site specific factors, such 
as the presence of suitable locations for natural nests. Natural England considers that once dormice are 
detected they should be assumed to be present in all suitable habitats on site, unless there are effective barriers 
to movement. 

Please provide the following: 

• A best estimate of dormouse numbers based on data collected, available habitat and published data 

The survey work covered the main part of the active season. The presence of zero records during the surveys indicated 

absence of Dormice within the site. 

 

However due to the suitable habitat a precautionary approach was undertaken, and during the single stage clearance in 

May 2022 a single hibernation nest was identified and works stopped immediately.  

 

 Dormouse live at low numbers, even in the best quality habitat (Dormouse Conservation Handbook, 2006) and the mean 

spring population density in optimal habitat (diverse deciduous woodland) is approximately 4 to 10 adults per hectare with 

the average population density across the country being 2.2 per ha, including sub-optimal habitats (Dormouse 

Conservation Handbook, 2006). 

 

Therefore, based on the presence of approximately 6.7ha of favourable dormouse habitat, a population estimate for the 

site would be approximately 12 Dormice. Despite the retention of a number of hedgerows, it is anticipated that  the same 

number of dormice as stated above would be impacted by the clearance works. 

 

 

• Status and significance of the population

The population identified was considered to be of local-county value due to the evidence of dormice present. The 

population recorded is considered likely to be part of a wider population in the local area. 

• An assessment of the importance of the site for dormice in the context of the wider landscape, 
consider the site’s location within the geographic range for dormice; dispersal corridors; connectivity to 
offsite woodland habitat, quality of habitats on site etc   

The western boundary hedgerow is directly connected to hedgerows which intersperse into the wider landscape and 

connects up to isolated blocks of woodland.  The hedgerows link up the nearest block of woodland directly adjacent north 

west of the site. This block of woodland subsequently offers direct connectivity to other blocks of woodland in  the wider 

landscape by interconnecting hedgerows along the railway line. These areas subsequently act as  an  important dispersal 

route for Dormice to freely move between habitats in the wider landscape, freely linking up isolated small blocks of 

woodland that would otherwise be isolated. In addition, the hedgerows on-site support nut and berry producing species, 

such as Hazel and Bramble, which provide a protracted source of food throughout the year for local Dormice. 

 
Provide further (brief) comments / explanation if required:

 

Important Advice: 

Survey maps that must be included in this section of the Method Statement, or as separate documents if 
preferred, are listed in section I "Map checklist" at the end of this document.  

 

D  Impact assessment in absence of mitigation or compensation (also see section 5 of the Dormouse 

Conservation Handbook).  Where appropriate you must take into consideration cumulative impacts of your 
proposals on the dormouse population/s identified in your survey in each section.  

 
D1 Short-term impacts: The impact/s of activities undertaken on site pre-development and during works must 

be considered and explained. Consider disturbance (such as human presence, noise, vibration, use of 
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machinery for site preparation works etc), temporary damage and temporary loss of habitats and 
injuring/killing.  

1527.62m2 of the hedgerows/tree lines around the site are to be lost. Should adequate mitigation not be implemented this 

could result in direct harm to individual Dormice should they be present within the vegetation being removed, which 

would constitute a major negative impact at a site level (and an offence under wildlife legislation). However due to the 

likely presence of Dormice in the wider habitat, and the retention of areas of suitable habitat on-site aswell as the creation 

of new improved hedgerows, this would likely constitute a negative impact upon the local population and a minimal 

impact at a national level.  

 

Short-term disturbance impacts on the local Dormouse population are likely to occur during the construction works 

related to the development. There is anticipated to be an increased level of disturbance (noise, vibration and visual) to any 

Dormice present within the retained habitats / woodland from the movement of any heavy machinery and the presence of 

construction workers. However, with the small amount of works to be undertaken on-site it is anticipated that the 

increase in disturbance will only be minimal above baseline levels. Furthermore, it is likely there will be an increase in dust 

deposition on vegetation and an increase in localised light pollution from the construction area. Such impacts could 

dissuade Dormice from occupying retained habitats on-site and habitats in the immediate environs and/or limit breeding 

success. Should adequate protection not be implemented around all retained habitat, accidental encroachment by 

machinery and the inappropriate storage of construction materials could also result in damage to retained habitats, 

decreasing their suitability and putting any individual Dormice present at risk of harm. Unmitigated works are considered 

likely to result in a moderate negative impact at the District level. 

 
D2 Long-term impacts: habitat loss or modification Consider and explain the impacts of the proposed 

works on the dormouse population at a site, local, regional, and national level.  
 E.g. Removal of Xha scrub habitat for railway embankment stabilisation scheme – Medium negative impact 

on a site level; medium negative impact at a regional level; low level impact at a national level.

 
D3 Fragmentation and isolation: Will the proposed works result in these types of impacts? E.g. loss of linear 

features such as hedges, tree lines, severance of dispersal routes by roads/rail lines, loss of connectivity 
between existing wooded or hedgerow habitats as a result of the proposal, etc. Please explain.  

The western and central sections of hedgerows that are to be removed as part of the plan (including sections 11, 10, 9 and 
12), will leave a further 0.6ha of hedgerow temporarily isolated from the surrounding hedgerows to the south.  

 

 
D4 Post-development interference impacts: e.g. human activity as a result of new housing development, by 

new motorway, increased risk of predation from domestic cats, etc.  Please also consider other direct or 
indirect post development impacts which may include disturbance/ injuring/killing. 

 E.g. Occupancy of proposed 200 unit housing development will result in an increased recreational use of 
retained woodland ‘dormouse’ areas leading to a likely increase in disturbance and possible increase in 
predation risk (by cats, dogs etc).   Moderate to high negative impact at a site and local level. 

In the long term, operational impacts from increased noise and human activity associated with the new road may occur, 
however, as Dormice are nocturnal it is anticipated that this will be minimal. 

 
D5 Impact Summary 

 
D5.1 Summary of dormouse habitat types to be damaged or destroyed as a result of the proposal: 
Please complete the following table. 
 

Dormouse habitat type (ha) e.g. 
hedgerow, woodland, scrub 

Total quantity of habitat to be 
Damaged (ha) 

Total quantity of habitat to be 
Destroyed (ha) 

Hedgerow  0.15ha 

   

   

Works will have an adverse impact on Dormice at the site level through clearance of small sections of interconnecting 

hedgerows towards the western end of the site. In addition to the direct risk of killing/injuring individual Dormice and the 

disturbance of any potential nests during works, there is also the minor long-term impact caused by the loss of suitable 

habitat post-development.  

 

In the long term there may be small operational impacts from increased noise and human disturbance associated with the 
new development, however, as Dormice are nocturnal it is anticipated that this will be minimal. 
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Total quantity       0.15ha 

Please ensure consistency with figures provided with section C4. 
 
D5.2 Predicted scale of impact of this development/activity on species status: Please complete the 
following table to explain what impacts are likely to be at the site, local/county and regional levels.   

 

Estimated #s of 
dormice likely to be 
affected by 
proposal 
 

Predicted scale of impact (insert 
Low, Medium, High in columns 

below) 

Notes (include impact on population) 

Site County   Regional 

4 adults in hedgerow 

habitat (a larger 

number has been 

estimated to account 

for the post-breeding 

increase in numbers). 

High Low Negligible  At the site level, approximately 800m2 of suitable 

dormouse habitat will be lost. However, based on the 

relatively small scale of works in the context of the 

available habitat both within the retained hedgerows and 

the wider environ, it is considered that the works will not 

have a significant impact at either the county of regional 

levels. 

 
Provide further comments/explanation as required, particularly should cumulative impacts be incurred 
(this information helps develop an understanding of how the impacts will be mitigated or compensated when 
assessing information provided in Section E):

 

 

Important Advice:                                                                                                                                          
Please ensure that a separate ‘Impact map’ is provided (Figure D) which must indicate all areas and habitat 
types (clearly referenced) that will be disturbed, damaged and / or destroyed (please specify the level of impact 
on the figure).  Also see section I "Map checklist" at the end of this document.  

 

 
E Mitigation and Compensation (please also see section 4 & 5 of the Dormouse Conservation 

Handbook) 
 

E1 The mitigation solution being proposed in the method statement should be the one that delivers the 
‘need’ with the least impact on the dormouse population.  
Please explain why this design was chosen over other potential solutions – clearly set out what other 
designs were considered and why they were not feasible (e.g. if the proposal for a road scheme will directly 
impact on a small section of woodland inhabited by dormice, explain why it is not possible to retain that 
section of woodland and to avoid the impact; if timings to undertake the works are at a time of year when 
dormice are breeding explain why the works cannot be timed to avoid this most sensitive period, etc).

The mitigation strategy for the removal of Dormouse habitat on site has been informed by best practice guidelines (Bright 

et al., 2006) and information from Natural England’s Dormouse Mitigation online guidance pages.  

 
The permanent loss of approximately 0.15ha of habitat will compensated for through the planting of new hedgerow on-

site which will run from the northern boundaries of site by reinforcing and planting fruiting species beneficial for dormice. 

Species that will be included within the re-enforced hedgerow will include (reflective of those found on-site and in the 

wider area):  

 

● Hazel (Corylus avellana) 

● Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) 

● Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) 

● Wayfaring Tree (Viburnum lantana)  

● Wild Privet (Ligustrum vulgare), and climbers such as 

● Dog Rose (Rosa canina) and Honeysuckle (Lonicera periclymenum). 

● Field Maple (Acer campastre) 
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● Guelder Rose (Viburnum opulus) 

● Oak (Quercus robur) 

 

The mitigation solution meets the identified need while maintaining a viable population of Dormice at the site. 
 
In addition, fragmentation caused by the removal of hedgerow sections 9 and 10 to make way for cycle paths 

will be mitigated by the installation of vegetated trellis ‘bridges’ over the paths to maintain connectivity (see 

Figure E3). These trellises will be planted up with Honeysuckle (Lonicera periclymenum) to provide an 

additional food sourse for Dormice. 

 

E2 Methodology 

E2.1 Search and clearance of dormouse habitat: Please provide details on the areas involved in search 
and clearance of habitat (this detail must be in line with impacts Figure D). If not applicable to your 
proposals please state ‘N/A’ in the relevant text boxes. Also note requirement for Figure E2. 

 

Single-stage habitat clearance  

Details of dormice habitat to be cleared following the single-stage clearance technique (as defined in the 
Dormouse Conservation Handbook) 

 

Quantity of habitat to be cleared 0.0096ha 

Description of the habitat types to be cleared Hedgerow  

Clearance to be undertaken within best practice timing 
of April – May (inclusive) and/or mid-September – 
October (inclusive) 

 Yes  No 

If No, please provide details of proposed timing and 
justification       

Confirm that a maximum of 0.25ha is to be cleared per 
day, on successive days 

 

 Yes  No 

Estimated number of days 2 days 

If No, please provide details and justification       

Tools to be used Hand tools  Yes  No 

Other as specified:       

Measures to maintain connectivity to retained habitat (if 
applicable), i.e. dead hedging 

N/A 

Other:             

Two-stage habitat clearance  

Details of dormice habitat to be cleared following the two-stage clearance technique (as defined in the 
Dormouse Conservation Handbook) 

 

Quantity of habitat to be cleared 0.14 

Description of the habitat types to be cleared Hedgerows and tree lines 

Clearance to be undertaken within best practice timing 
of stage one in November – March (inclusive) and stage 
two in April – May (inclusive) 

 Yes  No 

Estimated number of days/ weeks 28 days 

If No, please provide details and justification       

Tools to be used Hand tools  Yes  No 

Other as specified:       

Measures to maintain connectivity to retained habitat (if 
applicable), i.e. dead hedging 

Installation of planted wooden trellis over 
points 9, 10 and 12 to retain connectivity to 
hedgerow between these points. 

Other:             

 

 
E2.2 Capture and release (if applicable):  
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Please confirm that you agree to undertake the following procedures if a dormice is encountered during 
works:  

Where active dormice are discovered during works and it is possible to allow them to move independently 
to safe habitats, outside high risk work areas, this will be the first course of action. Where this is not 
possible, either: 

• In the active season, dormice that are active or torpid will be relocated in their existing nest to 
suitable habitat, or a specially erected dormice nest box (if applicable), within 100m of the ‘capture’ 
location. 

• During hibernation, dormice found outside high risk areas, such as haul routes, must remain in situ. 
Where hibernating dormice need to be moved, the existing nest must be relocated, with 
surrounding material, to a location within 100m of this site similar in condition and aspect to the 
existing hibernation nest location.  It must then be covered by suitable material, i.e. a log or clay tile 
for protection. In the unlikely event of the animal rousing from hibernation it should be taken into 
captivity until it can be released within 100m of its capture site at a suitable time. 

Where a breeding nest is discovered, works must stop and provision be made for the nest to remain in situ, 
undisturbed and connected to contiguous habitat, until the young have been weaned and allowed to 
disperse naturally. Only following dispersal of all young from the nest shall licensable works in this location 
re-commence. 

Yes, I agree / No, I don’t agree 

Yes 

If NO, please provide justification below.  Please use this text box to describe any additional information 
on protocols to be employed if dormice are found during works.

 

 
Should your proposals include capture (taking) and release please see requirements for Figure E2 (in 
Checklist I) and specify below: 

• Numbers of dormice that are likely to be affected at the time the works are to be undertaken. Note: 
this may be different to the maximum number of dormice estimated during survey as timings for 
works should be at a time when dormice are least likely to be directly impacted.  

 
 

E3 Dormouse compensation:  Please detail how all impacts to dormice (as identified in section D) will be 
compensated. If not applicable to your proposals please state ‘N/A’ in the relevant boxes (also note 
requirement for Figure E3 and E4 below). 

 
E3.1 Enhancement and / or restoration of dormouse habitat – Provide details of all works including: 

 

Enhancement 
measure 

Select ‘yes’ or ‘N/A’ 
if not applicable to 
this application 

Quantity Details of location  

(must also be clearly shown 
on Figure E3) 

Additional details i.e. species 
composition, size of whips (where 
applicable) 

Hedgerow gap 
planting 

 Yes  N/A 

 

Length (m)       
            

Hedgerow 
translocation  

 

Length (m)       
            



WML-A35.3 (05/22) 11 

 Yes  N/A 

Coppice stool 
translocation 

 Yes  N/A 

 

Area (ha) / length 
(m)       

            

Habitat re-
instatement / 
restoration  

 Yes  N/A 

Area (ha) / length 
(m)       

            

Woodland thinning / 
coppicing 

 Yes  N/A 

 

Area (ha)       
            

Woodland infill 
planting to increase 
species diversity 

 Yes  N/A 

 

Area (ha)       
            

Other:                          

 
E3.2 Creation of new habitat – Provide details of all works including: 

 

Compensation 
measure 

Select ‘yes’ or ‘N/A’ 
if not applicable to 
this application 

Quantity Details of location  

(must also be clearly shown 
on Figure E3) 

Additional details i.e. species 
composition, size of whips (where 
applicable) 

New hedgerow 
planting 

  Yes  N/A 

Length (m) 271 North western boundary Species that will be included within 
all planting areas for Dormice on site 
will include (reflective of those found 
on-site and in the wider area):, 
Hazel, Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Holly  
Wild Privet, and climbers such as 
Dog Rose and Honeysuckle, Alder 
Buckthorn,Common Broom, Field 
Maple, Guelder Rose and Wayfaring 
Tree. Whips used will be of 60 - 90 
cm minimum height.  

New scrub planting 

 Yes  N/A 

Area (ha)                   

New woodland 
planting 

 Yes  N/A 

Area (ha)                   

Nest box installation 

 Yes  N/A 

Number 16             

Connectivity / linking 3 planted metal Points 9 and 10 on Figure E3 Trellises to be planted with native 
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structures (e.g. dead 
hedging)  

 Yes  N/A 

trellises Honeysuckle 

Other:                          

 
E3.3 Summary of compensation – please summarise the total quantity of dormice habitat to be enhanced 

and / or provided as compensation. 
 

Total quantity of dormice habitat  
enhanced / restored (total of Table 
E3.1) in ha / metres 

      
 
 

Total quantity of dormice habitat created 
(total of Table E3.2) in ha / metres 

      
 

 
 

Provide further (brief) comments/explanation if required: Note that compensation measures are 
expected to result in no net loss of dormice habitat. If your proposals will result in an overall net loss of 
available dormice habitat please provide full justification on how the favourable conservation status of the 
population will be maintained.

N/A 

If you are proposing enhancement of existing habitat, please provide details to justify that the existing 
habitat is in need of enhancement and / or has the potential to be enhanced.

N/A 
 
 

E3.4 Bridges and other permanent linking structures Note – creation of dormouse bridges to mitigate 
for fragmentation impacts for high impact cases must be protected in the long term. Please provide details 
of:  

• Planting  

• Siting, including why and how area/location for creation was selected 

• 8-figure grid reference on location 

• Design (including length, width, height, installation details and materials to be used) 

• Evidence (if necessary) to provide reassurance that such a design is used or will be used by 
dormice (also see requirement for Figure E3 and the need for long term site safe guard, security 
and monitoring and maintenance of such a mitigation measure in section E4).

 Wooden trellises will be erected at points 9, 10 and 12 (SU50011484; SU50011514) on Figure E3. These will be 

designed to be approximately 3m in width (allowing 0.5m either side of the cycle path) and a height of 2m and a 

width of 1.5m. The trellises will be installed on completion of the first stage of clearance to provide a route of 

dispersal for hibernating Dormice between points 9 and 10. The trellis will be installed and the Honeysuckle 

planted immediately after the first stage of clearance in November to give the Honeysuckle time to establish for 

Dormouse dispersal during the following spring and summer. The trellis will be secured in place by installing the 

foot of the trellis 2 feet underground.  

 
Yearly monitoring checks will be completed to check the trellis for signs of damage and the structure 
will be repaired/replaced, as necessary.  
 

 
 
E3.5 Wider biodiversity gains:  
Please indicate if enhancements, over and above what is necessary to mitigate the impact of the activity  
of the licence proposal, are being provided. Please indicate if enhancements are included to satisfy the 
requirement of a planning permission, and if so state the relevant planning condition, or other consents in 
your response below. Please also state if an applicant wishes to provide more than is typically required to 
mitigate for the impacts.  Enter N/A if this is not applicable to your application.  
 
 Note: Any licence granted will only cover mitigation and compensation required to fulfill licensing requirements, but 

will acknowledge additional biodiversity enhancements to be provided.  
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N/A 
 
 

Important Advice:  
Scaled maps/plans of mitigation/compensation must be provided as separate maps/figures (also see section I 

"Map checklist" at the end of this document for more detail). Please remember to date your 
maps/figures and include a relevant site name and / or grid reference. 

 

• Figure E2 to show search and clearance of dormouse habitat and indicate which areas will be subject to the 
different methodologies showing direction of displacement where applicable (ensure this is clearly labelled and 
consistent with other mandatory maps/figures). 

• Figure E3 to show specifications for mitigation / compensation to be provided, and or retained/enhanced 
habitats, and annotate where it will be provided. Indicative locations of dormouse boxes must also be shown.  
Should the scheme be large or complicated it may be necessary to submit more than one figure (note: this will 
be necessary should linking structures be required see Checklist I – as the design detail must also be 
provided). For development schemes, include the final development layout. 

 
NOTE: It must be possible to compare these with the survey results plan (Figure C6) and ‘Impacts’ Figure (D).    

 

 E4 Post-development site safeguard: Further guidance and explanation on post-development monitoring 
requirements are included within our ‘How to get a licence’ document 
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/wml-g12_tcm6-4116.pdf. 
 

E4.1  Habitat/site management and maintenance:  

Is any specific post-development habitat management and site maintenance planned? If ‘Yes’ 
include the following:  

• The period (years and months) for which habitat management and maintenance will take 
place. Ensure that this is consistent with the post development works detailed in section E5b of 
the Work Schedule document, WML-A35a-E5a&b. 

• Detail what will be undertaken in terms of habitat management and site maintenance required 
to ensure long-term security of the dormouse population. Ensure this relates to Figure E3. 

 
Habitat Management  

 
Required? 

 
What measures will be 
undertaken? 

 
Timing i.e. first 5 years 
following completion of 
development 

 No habitat 
management required 
 

                  

Hedge management  
 

Yes  N/A  The newly planted hedgerow 
and native species rich 
hedgerows will be on a 3 year 
cut cycle,maintaining the 
height to 3-4m.  

The newly planted 
hedgerow will be managed 
for at least 5 years by the 
management company. 

Woodland management  
 

Yes  N/A              

Scrub management 
 

Yes  N/A              

Other as specified:       
 

Yes  N/A              

 

 
Site Maintenance 

 
Required? 

 
What measures will be 
undertaken? 

 
Timing i.e. first 5 years 
following completion of 
development 

 No site maintenance 
required 
 

                  

Check success of 
establishment of new 
planting and take remedial 

Yes  N/A  Any new plants will be 
replaced if they die during the 
12 months. In addition, the 

The newly planted 
hedgerow will be managed 
for at least 5 years by the 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/wml-g12_tcm6-4116.pdf
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action if required 
 

woodland will be assessed for 
its health and management 
will take place if needed.  

appointed management 
company. 

Maintain dormouse 
bridges / connecting 
structures in good 
condition 
 

Yes  N/A  The trellis will be checked on 
a yearly basis to ensure the 
structure is still intact, still 
linked to adjacent hedgerows, 
and to replace any plant 
growth on the trellis, if 
necessary. 

The trellis will be monitored 
for at least 10 years by the 
appointed management 
company.  

Clear material in nest 
boxes to maintain 
condition 
 

Yes  N/A  Any nests found in poor 
condition (dilapidated/rotting) 
will be removed during each 
monitoring check of the 
boxes. Any nest boxes that 
have become dilapidated or 
damaged will also be 
replaced. 

Years 1 - 5 following 
completion of vegetation 
clearance 

Other as specified:       
 

Yes  N/A              

 
Provide further (brief) comments/explanation if required:

 

 

Note – for phased or multi-plot developments a separate habitat management and maintenance plan is required, 
which must be submitted with the master plan: see guidance on phased developments. 

 

Important Advice:                                                                                                                                               
Please include Figure E4 as a separate figure to show which structures and habitats will be managed, maintained 
and monitored post development as part of your proposal – also see section I "Map checklist" at the end of this 
document).   

 
E4.2    Population monitoring, habitat usage etc: Where required, please include details of: 
 

• Timing – state the years and months post development monitoring or other will be undertaken. 
Ensure that is consistent with the post development works detailed in section E5b of the Work 
Schedule document WML-A35a-E5a&b. 

Given the small extant of the clearance works, it is not considered any post development monitoring works will be 
required. 

 

• The type of monitoring which will be undertaken (e.g. nut searches, nest tube/nest box survey, 
hair tubes, camera traps, etc) – include survey methods and equipment to be used as 
necessary.  

N/A 
 

• Specify which compensation/mitigation measures will be subject to monitoring (and ensure 
these are clearly referenced on Figure E4).   
Note: any bridges or linking structures deployed must be monitored.

The two trellises will be monitored yearly with the use of nest boxes on either side of the structures, 
one set in the hedgerows between the structures and a small number adjacent to the structure (see 
Figure E4). 

 
Please note that it will be a requirement of the licence to undertake remedial action should monitoring 
identify that further management/maintenance is required of any compensation/mitigation measure 
provided (e.g. dormouse nest boxes or bridges/linking structures) to ensure that they are working 
effectively and are fit for purpose.  

 

Important advice: Please always consider whether any post development monitoring effort should be staggered 
over alternate years in cases where use of the compensation measures may not occur in the same year of 
provision.  
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E4.3 Mechanism for ensuring safeguard of mitigation/compensation and post-development 
management, maintenance and monitoring works:  
Please explain what mechanism is in place to ensure safeguard of mitigation/compensation 
provisions (e.g. Restrictive Covenant, clause to relinquish future development rights in S106 
agreement, NERC Act agreement, explicit recognition of site in local planning documents, 
designation as County Wildlife Site or similar.) The need for this, and the type of mechanism, will 
vary with the scheme and impact. For substantial impact schemes, some mechanism is always 
required. If you offer no specific mechanism, explain how you believe the population will be free of 
threats as far as can be reasonably determined (the expectation of the granting of a licence should 
not be used for this purpose).   

All mitigation/compensation and enhancement habitat will be protected via its inclusion within this MS which in turn will 

from part of the granted EPSL (a legally enforceable document). The measures included within this document were also in 

effect secured via planning conditions. 

 
Explain how all post-development works (management, maintenance (including remedial action) 
and monitoring, as appropriate) will be ensured?  Include a commitment that the monitoring, habitat 
management and maintenance work will be undertaken. Mechanism/s for ensuring delivery must 
be in place before applying for a licence (also see Section F). 

The post-completion maintenance and management will be funded by, and the responsibility of the appointed 

management company. 

 

 E5 Timetable of works:  Please complete the Work Schedule document WML-A35a-E5a&b found on the 
‘dormouse’ application form web page and append to your application pack. 

 

Important Advice:  Please note that from July 2014 a separate Work Schedule is a mandatory requirement to 
support a new dormouse licence application when using this template.  

  

F Declarations 

 

If the mitigation/compensation area/s is/are not owned by the applicant, you must have consent from the 
relevant land owner(s). You must have also secured details of how any measures to maintain the population in 
the long term will be achieved (e.g. a legal agreement).  

 

F1  Declaration Statement(s) – You must include the following declarations within your Method 
Statement and include the appropriate answer (Yes/No/Not applicable): 

 
F1.1 Re: section E1 - I confirm that relevant landowner consent/s has/have been granted to 

accept dormice onto land outside the applicant's ownership:  
 

Yes 

 
F2.2   Re: section E2 - I confirm that landownership consent/s has/have been granted to allow 

the creation of the proposed compensation on land outside the applicant's ownership 
 

Yes 
 

F2.3   Re: section E3 - I confirm that consent/s has/have been granted by the relevant 
landowner/s for monitoring, management and maintenance purposes on land outside the 
applicant's ownership  
 

Yes 
 

Comments if applicable: 

 
 

Important Advice: 

Unsecured consents statement:   
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If you have been unable to secure consents for any of the three declarations please explain why and detail any 
plans you have in place to obtain the consent(s) or provide details of any right(s) or agreement(s) that will enable 
the lawful implementation of the proposed mitigation, compensation and monitoring.  Failure to provide the 
appropriate landowner consents means that the Method Statement is unlikely to meet the requirements for the FCS 
test to be met.  It is therefore in your interest to ensure that the appropriate consents have been secured before 
applying for a licence. 

 

 

G References:  List any references cited, and include credits for source information.  

 

H  Annexes (supporting documents please append to your application pack)  

 
H1 Pre-existing survey reports;  

  
H2 Raw survey data. 

 
I  Check list of figures to be submitted with each Dormouse Method Statement   
 

With your Method Statement and supporting documents please submit the following maps/figures 
– see table below. Note that some can be included within the Method Statement itself (if preferred) and 
others must be submitted individually (i.e. separate documents).   

Maps/Figures must include the title, site name as referenced on your application form, date and figure 
reference. If a grid reference is more applicable (e.g. a dormouse bridge is being provided please include 
this).  Include a scale bar (appropriate to the situation e.g. 100m on site maps, 1km on location maps) and 
direction of North etc. 

 
Additional maps, photographs or diagrams should be included where necessary to adequately explain the 
scheme.  

 
 

Figure 
reference 

Mandatory as 
will be included 
in the dormouse 
licence, if 
applicable 

Mandatory for 
assessment 
purpose only, but 
will not be included 
in the dormouse 
licence 

What it must show (also see details above on site 
reference, dating and naming). 

Figure B2.1 Yes, if the 
application is part 
of a phased or 
multi-plot 
development 
where more than 
1 licence is 
required 

- Master plan overview- note – this is not the same 
as a master plan document, for which you should 
follow the guidance as stated in section B2.1. 

Figure B2.2 -  Yes, if applicable Locations of other nearby dormouse licensed 
sites, or sites which will be impacted on by 
future development.  
 

Figure C5a -  Yes Location map at an appropriate scale for the 
application (often 1:50,000 or 1:25,000) 

Figure C5b -  Yes Survey area showing all habitats that are within the 
survey area and distinguishing those that were 
surveyed and those that were not.  Aerial 
photographs should be provided where possible 
(ensure you have permission to use copy righted 
maps). If boxes or tubes were used or 
transect/quadrat routes, ensure that these routes are 
indicated as appropriate. 

Figure C6 -  Yes Survey results - provide clear, annotated and cross-
referenced maps/plans/photographs to show the 
survey results (location of nests/dormice, etc). 
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Ensure Figure is at a suitable scale to show the 
results. 

Figure D Yes - Impacts plan – map/figure to show impacts and 
where licensable works will take place: clearly 
indicate areas of habitats and habitat types to be 
impacted by the works (specify whether damage, 
and temporary impacts, destruction or disturbance 
will occur). 

Figure E2 Yes - Locations and habitats where all capture and 
exclusion activities will be undertaken (ensure 
this is clearly labelled and consistent with other 
mandatory maps/figures). Indicate direction of 
displacement with arrows. 

Figure E3 Yes – depending 
on proposals 
more than one 
figure may be 
required – 
particularly if the 
proposal is large 
or complicated or 
linking structures 
are provided 

- Specifications for mitigation / compensation 
Mitigation / compensation figures must show all 
habitat creation, restoration/enhancement, indicate 
where boxes will be erected etc. For development 
projects, show the final development layout within 
the site. 
 
Non-standard structures: Include design and 
dimensions for dormice bridges / other linking 
structures and materials to be used etc and provide 
an 8-figure grid reference for each structure.  

Figure E4 
 
 
 
 
  

Yes – when 
monitoring and 
maintenance will 
be included in the 
licence 

- Monitoring, management and maintenance map.  
Please indicate the specific structures and habitats 
that are to be managed, maintained and monitored 
as part of this licence proposal. Ensure that they are 
correctly referenced and are consistent with other 
parts of the Method Statement and figures. 
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