F/23/96631 Land between Burnetts Lane and Fir Tree Lane, Eastleigh
Construction of an internal distributor road and associated footways, cycleways, lighting, landscaping and SuDS basins, and diversion of Public Rights of Way footpaths FOHHF 701 and 702 as part of the One Horton Heath development (proposal constitutes EIA development)

The proposal is for a Secondary Infrastructure Road (SIR) within the One Horton Heath development. The Eastleigh Borough Local Plan 2016-2036 was adopted in April 2022 and forms the planning policy framework for the borough up to 2036. It includes policy HH1 setting out the criteria for the One Horton Heath development. These include maximising opportunities to create links to and integrate with the existing settlement of Horton Heath (criterion 1f) and the provision of footpath, cycle and bridle routes through the site that link with wider existing networks and contribute towards the implementation of the proposed route linking Hedge End and Eastleigh (criterion 1i). 
The adopted Local Plan includes strategic policies that support active travel and alternatives to the private car. In accordance with adopted Local Plan policy S11 ‘Transport Infrastructure’, the Council will ensure new development encourages walking, cycling and the use of public transport. Policy S12 ‘Strategic footpath, cycleway and bridleway links’ also seeks to create new, and improve and integrate with, existing footpath, cycle and bridleway links. There are further criteria about transport in policy DM13 ‘General Development criteria – transport’ which include providing a safe and convenient access, meeting local guidance and standards to be adopted by the Highways Authority and not having significant detrimental impact to the network or unacceptable environmental impact. 
In addition to the planning policy framework in the adopted Local Plan, the wider transport planning framework is provided by the Local Transport Plan. Please note that Hampshire County Council has recently adopted a new Local Transport Plan (LTP 4). This provides the primary transport policy for the County Council to 2050. It updates the approach to transport planning in the county and aims to decarbonise the transport system, promoting more sustainable forms for transport and reducing dependency on the private car.  
The Planning statement submitted with this application states that the role of the SIR is a ‘movement link for pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles within the development’. While the principal of the road is supported, as the planning application is submitted in advance of applications setting out the layout of the rest of the development, it is difficult to assess whether the detailed proposals provides appropriate transport infrastructure. In particular, how this links with the proposed network of footpaths and cycleways and whether the extent of these routes, and the specific crossing points proposed, will help deliver an attractive and convenient alternative to travelling by the private car in accordance with the planning policy and transport policy framework.  
Providing that the detailed comments and the requests for further information from specialist officers and the Highways Authority are addressed, Planning Policy does not object to the proposal.
