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Planning Policy Comments
The Council adopted the Eastleigh Borough Local Plan 2016-2036 on 25th April 2022. This document forms the planning policy framework for the borough until 2036. 
Existing Land Use Designations
The development is proposed to be located on land protected as countryside under Strategic Policy S5, New development in the countryside and land designated as settlement gap under Strategic Policy S6, Protection of Settlement Gaps. The land is not covered by any other specific land use designations.  
The use of the site as a sports club with pitches and associated facilities is well established. It is stated in Policy DM34, New and enhanced recreation and open space facilities that the provision, extension or enhancement of public and private recreation and open space facilities or uses including those identified in policy DM32…will be permitted provided that…b. in the countryside: i. new buildings will be limited to those ancillary to and essential for the use of the land for outdoor sport and recreation; and ii. development should not involve structures, floodlighting or activities that cause urbanisation or detract from rural character.  It is considered that the proposed extension to the existing clubhouse would be in compliance with these criteria. The proposed clubhouse extension is also supported in principle having previously been identified as a need for improving the facilities on the site. 
Policy DM36, Community, leisure and cultural facilities states that extensions to community facilities may be permitted subject to DM18. Policy DM18, Extension and replacement of non-residential buildings in the countryside states that such proposals will be permitted, subject to the general development criteria and transport policies of this Local Plan and a number of criteria which are set out.  The key considerations of this proposal when assessing it against the criteria in this policy are those which relate to the density, scale, massing, layout and height (criterion c) and avoiding detrimental impacts upon the character of the countryside (criterion d). It will be important for the proposed extension to be well designed with regards to its location in the countryside, and in the strategic gap designation. 
The criteria in policy DM1, General criteria for new development will also be important to consider with regards to the overall design of the proposed extension and with regards to development not having an adverse impact on, and where possible enhancing the countryside amongst other things. 
Concluding Comments
The proposal is considered to be acceptable in principle since it will help to improve ancillary facilities on the site.  This view is subject to any further comments received from the Council’s Design team with regards to how the proposed clubhouse building has been carefully designed with regards to the scale, massing, layout and height of the building in this location which falls in the countryside and settlement gap designations.  
