Ecology response for H/24/97478 SILVER BIRCHES, ALLINGTON LANE, WEST END,
SOUTHAMPTON, SO30 3HQ

Change of use of oak framed garden room in rear garden to annexe and garden machinery
store.

David Huckfield
4/6/24

There are records of slow worms, common toads and grass snakes on the adjacent property
to the north of this site. There are records of bats nearby. Aerial photos of this site show the
existing outbuilding along the entire northern boundary of the property with what appears
to be a paved path, closely mown lawn and a garden bed with some shrubs along the
western boundary.

The surface water and foul drainage systems of the en-suite need to be shown on a plan.

Ecology was not originally consulted on application for the oak framed garden room
H/19/84938 and there is no surface water drainage information on that application.

Biodiversity enhancements will be required in accord with Local Plan policy DM 11 and NPPF
paragraph 180. A bat box and a bird nest box may be appropriate for this building if the
relevant elevations are accessible. If not, then other enhancements may be appropriate or
they can be added to the main dwelling.

The Bat Conservation Trust recommends installing a bat brick/box at least 4 m above the
ground, away from artificial light sources, sheltered from strong winds and exposed to the
sun for part of the day, facing south, south-east or south-west. (https://www.bats.org.uk >

our-work > putting-up-your-box)

Additional information is available at:

https://sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/discover/in-your-garden/article/31, planting for bats

https://www.wildaboutgardens.org.uk/sites/default/files/2022-
03/WAG16%20Bats%20updated%202022%20WEB.pdf - Stars of the Night guide to attract
bats into your garden

https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/conservation-biodiversity/wildlife/plants-for-pollinators

https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/buildings-planning-and-development/bat-boxes

https://www.hampshireswifts.co.uk/nesting

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/how-you-can-help-

birds/nestboxes/nestboxes-for-small-birds/

https://www.swift-conservation.org/OurLeaflets.htm
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https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/help-hedgehogs/hedgehog-homes/

www.bats.org.uk/resources/guidance-for-professionals/landscape-and-urban-design-for-

bats-and-biodiversity

https://ptes.org/my-garden/

https://www.ukbutterflies.co.uk/foodplants.php

Lisa Malter

Ecologist
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