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Boorley Park Community Centre

Café Planning Application – Design and Access Statement

The Boorley Park Community Centre was, along with the Boorley Park Sports Pavilion, built as part of the Boorley Park housing development. The Community Centre was designed by Eastleigh Borough Council, Botley Parish Council and the developers to include space for a commercial kitchen and café area.

It was recognised during development that the new community of Boorley Park was poorly served with onsite facilities and that those without transport in particular had poor access to services. The Community Centre and Sports Pavilion halls and meeting rooms are well utilised and there is clearly an opportunity to enhance this offering with a café facility in the development.

£28,000 of Section 106 development contribution has been allocated by the HEWEB LAC to enable BPC to source and install a commercial kitchen. This kitchen has been completed and BPC are ready to commence the café project. BPC have explored how to offer a café to the community and have identified that finding a commercial partner is a more workable solution than trying to create a community venture within a new development that is yet to be fully completed. To operate the café as a commercial venture, as shown in the submitted plans requires a change of use from F2 to E(b) for part of the community centre.

The change of use will not reduce any of the activities provided at the community buildings but is intended to enhance them and allow visitors to the buildings to have the opportunity to extend their visits and to further socialise and mix with other community members.

There has been a mobile coffee truck on site for 4 months and this is proving popular with people attending groups, parents on the school run and users of the open spaces opposite the site. Moving this service into a café setting can only improve these opportunities.

The building is modern, well designed and has appropriate consideration for accessibility. Entry / exit routes are level, well paved, well lit and wide enough for use by those with mobility issues, wheelchairs or pushchairs. Toilet facilities are sufficient for the whole building and include an accessible, correctly equipped toilet facility with changing area. The current parking onsite and at the Sports Pavilion opposite are sufficient for the site and we anticipate that much of the ‘traffic’ to the café will be pedestrian.
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